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Winners at the Third University Theatre Festival, Nizwa


NIZWA Dec. 16, 2015
By the Sur Post Team


Ibri College of Applied Sciences (CAS) took 
the award for Best Play for ‘Countdown’ – an 
Arabic rendition of Shakespeare’s Macbeth  


-- at the Third University Theatre Festival held at 
Nizwa College of Applied Sciences in the second 
week of December. 


Nizwa CAS won the second prize for its play, 
‘Three-quarter Moon’. However, it was the Sur 
CAS Theatre Group that shone on stage.


Long after the play came to an end, the audi-
ence continued its applause for the Sur CAS The-


atre Group’s presentation ‘Domino’, directed by 
student AlHarith Taleb Al Nofali and written in 
2013 by Talal Mahmoud of the UAE. 


“Amongst all the plays that participated, ours 
got the most appreciation from the audience,” 
said Ahmed Al Harbi, an actor in ‘Domino’.


AlHarith Al Nofali, who won the second prize 
for direction at the university theatre festival, 
said, “If someone tries to grab for himself what 
belongs to others, he will end up failing in life.” 


This is what the play shows through a game of 
Dominoes on stage. Each actor represents a tile 
of the game. The tile with no spots, aims to grab 


spots from other tiles in order to become power-
ful. The end, however, is not good for that tile.


“The audience could easily identify the polit-
ical message in the play,” said AlHarith, indicat-
ing that the situation described the Israel-Arab 
regional standoff.


Haitham Saif Al Maawali won second prize for 
his role in ‘Domino’ as the blank tile that tries to 
rise to power.


He said, “I know that everyone was happy 
with the performance of the Sur Theatre Group. 
We saw a huge interaction from the audience and 
they gave us a standing ovation.”


The First Prize went to Ibri CAS for ‘Countdown’, 
an Arabic rendition of Shakespeare’s Macbeth


The Second Prize went to Nizwa CAS for its  
production, ‘Three-quarter Moon’ 


BEST MAlE ACToR 
1st Prize:  
Ahmed Al Salhi of  Nizwa CAS
2nd Prize: 
Haitham Al 
Mawali        u 
of Sur CAS


BEST 
FEMAlE 
ACToR  
1st Prize:  
Aysha Al Farsi Al Sharqhiya Univ.
2nd Prize:  
Abeer Al Mekhani of Ibri CAS


BEST DIRECToR 
1st Prize: Shoruq Al Balushi  
of Ibri CAS
2nd Prize: AlHarith Al Nofali  
of Sur CAS                           q


BEST SCRIPT
1st Prize: Alsharqia university 
2nd Prize: Nizwa CAS
BEST DECoR 
1st Prize: Ibri CAS 
2nd Prize: Nizwa CAS
BEST lIgHTINg
1st Prize: Ibri CAS 
2nd Prize: Nizwa CAS


‘Domino’ wins  
longest applause


Scenes from the 
play ‘Domino’Sur CAS celebrates    


National Day
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Expat teachers don  
traditional outfits


By Yusra Al Muqbali
SUR, Nov. 18, 2015


Digitech Club exhibited 
traditional outfits that re-
flected Omani culture to 


foreign teachers on Wednesday, 
November 18, as part of the Na-
tional Day celebrations. Omani 
traditional clothes are often worn 
on special occasions and celebra-
tions.


Ms. Sanaa Al Haddabi, super-
visor of Digitech Club, said that 
the exhibition was a way to involve 
expatriate teachers in the college 
to participate in the celebration of 
National Day. “I discussed with 
my students to do some effective 
things that reflect our culture. This 
idea came and all of us agreed with 
it. Finally, we saw many of the 
teachers were enthusiastic to expe-
rience Omani traditional clothes,” 
she said. 


The exhibition was divided into 
three sections: traditional clothing 
display and wearing followed by a 
photographs session and then the 
printing of the photographs. The 
effort was welcomed by a large 


number of teachers, who took 
away photographs as mementos of 
their Omani dress experience


Mr. Sushil Kumar, a teacher in 
the Communication Department, 
said: “The exhibition was wonder-
ful. It was a great effort done by 
the students of Digitech Club. For 
teachers, it was a really nice expe-
rience to get the feel of a tradition-
al Omani outfit.”


Ms. Shiranthini, a teacher in 
the English department said that 
her first impression was the spon-
taneity of the Digitech Club stu-
dents and their enthusiasm to host 
a picture-taking of teachers who 
tried on the outfits. 


“Wearing Omani clothes was 
a true experience. One felt trans-
formed as if to appear unrecog-
nizable, with a new appearance 
altogether. It was wonderful,” she 
said. 


Digitech club members were 
able to shape an opportunity for 
foreigners in the college to take 
part in the National Day celebra-
tions while also learning about tra-
ditional Omani clothes. 


Almdema 
the special dance of Sifah


By Basim Mohammed Al Jabri
Muscat, Dec. 2


The traditional folkdance, 
Almdema, is one of the most 
famous in the coastal areas 


of Oman. And in the province of 
Muscat, the Sifah area is where it is 
to be experienced during weddings, 
National Day celebrations and 
other holidays.


The Almdema dance is tradi-
tionally performed by a group of 
people in a circular formation, each 
one wielding a slender, curved 
stick, coming out by turn to per-
form in the centre. The dance is set 
to flutes and three type of drums: 
Almcindo, Rahmani and Alkasir.


The dancers, of all age groups, 


wear azure-blue sarongs and head-
dresses over their traditional white 
dishdashas while the lyrics of the 
songs sung with the dance are taken 
from African languages, witness 
to the close historic ties between 
the Sultanate and some African 
nations.


Audiences gather around on 
every occasion for this dance, 
speaking of the enduring popularity 
of this traditional folkdance. 


Mubarak bin Naseeb Al Jabri, 
a fisherman who regularly partici-
pates in this dance form, said: “We 
consider this dance to be the most 
important of the arts in our region. 
This dramatic art form is the result 
of the creativity of the people. We 


have interest in it from the time of 
our ancestors and our children will 
inherit it from us.”


Oman is well known for pro-
tecting and promoting its traditional 
arts and crafts. While these differ 
in name and form from province 
to province, they are valued and 
remain popular with the citizens of 
the country.


Namah team hosts public event 
at Helat Al Baloch beach


By Abrar Al Gheilani
SUR, Dec. 3


The ‘Namah Sports, Social and Cultural Team’ 
celebrated the 45th anniversary of National Day 
on the beach of Helat Al Baloch locality in Sur. 


The celebration was open to the public and included 
many sports, cultural and social events, with over 4000 
participants. 


Tourists also joined the celebrations and enjoyed 
events presented on the beach, such as boat rides ad 
cruises and presentations of folk art and traditional 
dances, such as Alrzhaa and Azee. 


The event featured competitions in traditional games 
as also in football, volleyball and some children’s enter-


tainment events such as songs and poems competitions. 
Organizers of the program also encouraged walking 


and regular exercise for health benefits and many young 
people showed their skills in fitness exercises, sports 
and hobbies.


Badr bin Murad Al Balochi, the leader of the Namah 
Team, said, “The aim of doing this event is to encour-
age youth to participate in social and community events. 
Such gatherings also help to raise cultural awareness 
among them and other people in society, and gives di-
rection to the leisure activities of young people.”


He added that such events also help to identify the 
cultural attractions that have characterized the Sultanate  
for 45 years and to acknowledge the great development 
that has happened in this country.


Almdema is 
performed in coastal 


areas, often by 
fishermen. Dancers 


of all age groups wear 
azure-blue sarongs 


and head-dresses 
over their traditional 


dishdashas, while the 
lyrics are taken from 
African languages.


Expatriate teachers of Sur CAS dressed up for National Day  
celebrations and posed for pictures            Photographs by Ather Al Farsi


“The aim of the event is to encourage youth 
to participate in community events, raise  


cultural awareness and give direction to the  
leisure activities of young people,”


Badar Bin Murad Al Balochi
Namah Team Leader


Photographs courtesy of Namah Team








By Yusra Al Muqbali 
SUR, Nov. 13, 2015


Palestinian students -- girls and boys – 
danced along as a troupe of traditional 
dancers from Sur performed on stage at 


the Al Shakhiya Hall, Sur CAS, on Thursday. 
The visiting students also partook of Omani 
halwa as they were extended a traditional wel-
come by the college.


Eleven students from Palestine, along with 
five teachers, visited Sur CAS on a one-day trip 
meant to promote the exchange of knowledge 
and culture. The visit is part of the cooperation 
between the Sultanate and Palestine under an 
initiative of the Ministry of Higher Education 
to promote cooperation and exchange between 
countries in the field of education.


Yasmine, a visiting student from Palestine, 
said: “We visited many educational institutions 
in Oman and see that it is making an effort 
to make its people literate. Oman has many 
achievements and we are proud to come here 
and see how it has developed.” 


There was also a conversation between the 
visiting students and the college’s teachers to 
exchange ideas, experiences and information. 
The visitors also moved around the college to 
see the communications studio and biotechnol-
ogy laboratories.


Assala, another Palestinian student, was 
delighted to see the facilities. “We especially 
enjoyed the conversation program we did in 
the studio with high tech equipment,” she said.


Dr. Salma AL Musharafi, Assistant Dean 
for Academic Support Affairs, said: “There 
is huge cooperation between the Sultanate of 
Oman and Palestine in different educational 
areas, and we see it in this college as well with 
two Palestinian students studying here.”


Sur CAS possesses high-technology facili-
ties that are available to its student, including a 
new studio for communication majors and new 
machines and equipment for biotechnology 


majors. These help the students in their aca-
demic learning, encourage skills, original work 
and creativity that lead to productive people in 
the future workplace.          


By Ismail Mohamed Albuloshi
 Pune (India), November 2, 2015


Thirteen students of Sur CAS visited 
Symbiosis International University, 
Pune, India, as part of a Ministry of 


Higher Education scientific excursion for stu-
dents selected from across the Colleges of Ap-
plied Sciences in Nizwa, Sur, Salalah, Sohar, 
Ibri and Rustaq. 


Seventy-six students of different special-
izations from these colleges took part in the 
field trip from July 25 to August 21, 2015, un-
der the supervision of teachers Mr. Naser Al 
Alawi and Ms. Raya Al Hajeri. 


The excitement began with an orientation 
week that helped Omani students gain famil-
iarity with the academic and other aspects of 
the university system. Students were provided 
with all the required information about Sym-
biosis International University (SIU) and were 
divided into groups according to their academ-
ic majors: Information Technology, Communi-
cation Studies, International Business Admin-


istration and Design.
In the second and third weeks, the students 


visited a number of local companies in Pune 
city to learn about them and understand how 
their system works. 


Students also had to opportunity to pres-
ent a program titled “I am Omani”, about the 
customs and traditions of Omani society. The 
program gave information on various areas of 
Oman, including the history of Oman, its hos-
pitality sector, design and media in Oman and 
concluded with a word of thanks. Students and 
teachers of Symbiosis who attended expressed 
pleasure to be able to know about the Sultan-
ate.


Ms. Raya Al Hajeri, teacher of information 
technology at Sur CAS, a supervisor of the trip, 


said “Such international trips help students to 
build their confidence and gain experience by 
being able to explore other cultures, as well as 
represent the culture of their own country.”   


At the end of the scientific excursion, cer-
tificates were distributed to students in a cere-
mony presided over by Dr. Vidya Yeravdekar, 
the Principal Director of Symbiosis and also 
Executive Director of Symbiosis Centre for In-
ternational Education. Teachers and students of 
SIU also attended.


Omani students expressed their happiness 
to gain this opportunity to learn about Indian 
culture and the system of studying at SIU. Taha 
Yousuf Al Buloshi, a student from CAS Sala-
lah, said, “It is a great honor to be among the 
students selected for this trip. We all worked 
together and learned the importance of team-
work.”


Along with opportunities for academic 
enhancement, the trip included experiences 
of tourism, culture and shopping in Pune and 
beyond. 
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Syria, Yemen talks in Oman
Oman in the international media Palestine visitors sample culture, 


high-tech facilities at Sur CAS


Palestinian students visit Sur CAS:  
In the recording studio (top); outside 
the Dean’s Office and getting a taste of 
Oman’s culture (below)


MUSCAT, Sept 21


The Sultanate of Oman’s best known diplomatic success is seen 
as hosting United States and Iran officials for negotiations that 


led to Tehran and world powers signing a historic agreement over 
Iran’s controversial nuclear program in July.


More recently, Oman is being praised for its role as a Middle 
East mediator. The Sultanate is now 
involved in helping opposing sides 
find common ground in other diffi-
cult conflicts – in Yemen and Syria.


On Sunday, Oman helped to 
secure the release of three Saudi 
Arabian citizens, two US citizens, 
and a British citizen held by Houthi 
rebels in the Yemeni capital, Sanaa. 


The freed hostages were flown to 
Muscat.


Oman’s mediation in Yemen sees it playing a careful and difficult 
balancing act. Oman remains one of the few regional players close 
enough to all sides to mediate an increasingly bitter conflict. Sultan 
Qaboos bin Said Al Said has long maintained a foreign policy based 
on non-interference and helping parties to resolve their differences, 
said Younis Al Harrasi, a Muscat-based social commentator.


The country hosted talks between Iran and Iraq during the 1980-
1988 war, and has also helped to promote dialogue between Saudi 
Arabia and Iran.
-- The National/ AE 


HM’s surprise £25,000 donation
HAMILTON (UK), Nov. 28


His Majesty the Sultan of Oman gifted £25,000 to St. Mary’s 
church for flags to be restored and placed on the church walls. 


The flags were used in battle by the 2nd Battalion of the Camero-
nians (Scottish Rifles) during the Zulu campaign in South Africa 
in 1879. His Majesty is 
reported to have served 
as a young soldier in 
the The Cameronians 
(Scottish Rifles) 1st Bat-
talion in Germany in the 
early 1960s and joined the 
British Army following 
his graduation from the 
Royal Military Academy 
in Sandhurst.


Reverend Ian Barcroft, who has been with the Auchingramont 
Road church for 18 years, wrote to His Majesty asking for his help. 
He sent his letter to the Oman Embassy in London, who called to 
verify the letter, and the next day a cheque came through the post. 
St. Mary’s refurbishment project has been underway for five years 
at a cost of £900,000.
-- http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/


HM’s environment prize announced
MUSCAT, Oct. 4


The 13th Sultan Qaboos Prize for Environment Preservation 2015 
under UNESCO, was awarded to the Research Group for Wet-


lands in Buenos Aires University, Argentina. Unesco said the team 
did a great job in the research and studies they did on the ecological 
systems in wetlands. They also took initiatives in environmental 


education and providing training. The Sultan Qaboos Prize for 
Environmental Preservation crowns the remarkable contributions 
of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos towards preserving and protecting 
the environment. These contributions are guided by the principles 
laid down by His Majesty to enhance interest in environment as an 
important element of the development process.  
-- Oman News Agency 
 


Sultan Qaboos Academic Chairs  
in 16 foreign universities


A number of academic chairs have been established in the name 
of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos for the study of Arab and Islam-


ic civilization and to promote greater mutual understanding between 
cultures. There are chairs at sixteen of the world’s leading univer-
sities, including in Harvard and Georgetown in the United States, 
Cambridge in the United Kingdom, Melbourne in Australia, Utrecht 
in the Netherlands, Beijing in China, Tokyo in Japan and Lahore in 
Pakistan. CHairs have also been established in several universities 
in Gulf, Arab and Islamic countries.
-- Oman News Agency


Saudi Foreign Minister  
Adel al-Jubeir (AFP) 


Rev. Ian Barcroft with the restored flags 


Winners, Wetlands Research Group at the University of Buenos 
Aires, pose with their award


13 Sur students in CAS trip to Symbiosis


76 students from CAS went 
on MOHE’s summer  


excursion to Symbiosis  
International University Pune
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3,500 school 
kids enliven  
Youth Sports 


Complex
   in Sur


5000 take part in South Sharqiyah celebrations of 
National Day while many more watch


By Abrar Al Gheilani
SUR, Nov. 25


Some 5,000 people, includ-
ing 3,500 students from 28 
schools of the South Sharqi-


yah Governorate, participated in the 
45th National Day celebrations at the 
Youth Sports Complex stadium on 
Tuesday evening under the patron-
age of His Highness Sayyed Talal 
Bin Tariq Al Sayid. 


The ceremony included four 
tableaus displaying national pride 
and loyalty to the land as well as 
love and loyalty to the beloved lead-
er, His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin 
Said.


The student performances were 
written and directed by Dr. Kha-
lid Hamed Al Gheilaini from the 
Ministry of Education. “The spe-
cial feature of the ceremony this 
year is our commitment to the 
participation of all age groups so 
that students and parents can ex-
press their joy of the 45th National 
Day,” Dr. Khalid Al Gheilani said.  
 
The first tableau was themed the 
‘Modern Renaissance of Oman’ 
and was divided into five scenes. 
The scenes depicted the building 
of Oman, stages of education and 
higher education including the 
role of Sultan Qaboos University 
and finally, the state of institutions 
through Basic Law, the Council of 
Oman, other specialized councils 
and municipal councils.


The second tableau, on ‘Devel-
opmental Sectors’, highlighted the 


importance of the industrial, agri-
cultural and fisheries sectors in eco-
nomic development. 


The third tableau, in which 1500 
people participated, showed the ‘Joy 
of the Achievements’ of the Sultan-
ate during the blessed Renaissance. 


All 5000 participants were to be 
seen in the final tableau as they ex-
pressed gratitude to the country and 
loyalty to His Majesty the Sultan. 
They also highlighted Omani values 
and customs along with the presen-
tation of 45 national songs (Hutaf 
Al Abrar).


The tableaus included tradition-
al dances that reflect Omani her-
itage, while the songs of the cere-
mony were written by Omani poets 
and composers. The ceremony was 
accompanied by live music, sound 
effects and lazer lights and conclud-
ed with fireworks.


In addition to their Highnesses, 
the festival was attended by min-
isters, honorable members of the 
State Council, Members of the Ma-
jlis A’Shura, the Governor of South 
Sharqiyah, walis, sheikhs, dignitar-
ies and citizens.


The special feature of the  
ceremony is our commitment 
to the participation of all age 
groups so that students and 
parents can express their joy 


of the 45th National Day,” 
Dr. Khalid Al Gheilani


Photographs by Ismail Al Farsi 
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Students’ operetta, radio broadcast
 mark National Day at Sur CAS 


Sur, 24 November
Al Harith Al Nofali


The 45th anniversary of the 
National Day of Oman was 
celebrated with patriotic en-


thusiasm, camaraderie and cheer in 
Sur College of Applied Sciences on 
Tuesday. 


Dean Dr. Ahmed Juma Al Riya-
mi,  Dr. Salma Khamis Al Mushara-
fi, Assistant Dean for Academic 
Support Affairs; Dr. Abdul Qadir, 
Assistant Dean for Academic Af-
fairs, faculty, staff and students of 
the college marched  from the main 
‘Deanship’ building. 


Tiwi band led the march with 
the traditional songs and dance of 
‘Al Razha’, while the rest followed 
in a collective expression of joy and 
solidarity. 


The march ended at the ‘Open 
Square’ of the college, where the 
band withdrew and other celebra-
tions began.


The Media Center aired a radio 
program entitled “The Joy of the 
Nation”, on which listeners had the 
opportunity to ring in and express 
their feelings of the day. 


They were also featured on so-
cial media networks expressing 
their love and pride in this generous 
country, wishing for further devel-
opment and prosperity.


Then, the students performed 
the Royal Anthem and raised the 
Omani flag. 


The Theatre Group offered a 
theatrical operetta entitled ‘Turning 
Point’, directed by student Al Harith 
Al Nofali output. 


It told of how the Omani people 
lived in the past and highlighted the 
great developments in the Sultanate 
since the rule of His Majesty, which 
has led to a glorious present. The 
operetta was performed using po-
etry.


This was followed by a patriotic 
poem by student Ameera Al Salti, 
expressing loyalty and gratitude to 
His Majesty. Student Redwan Al 
Rasbi played the guitar and sang in 
another performance. 


The Information Technology 
Club presented a quiz about the 
country and the history of Oman 
as part of the celebrations. The cer-
emony ended with the Royal An-
them.


As part of the celebrations, the 
Social Committee organized an ex-
hibition with pictures of His Majes-
ty Sultan Qaboos bin Said showing 
the history of the royal family.


Student Hajer Al Tahri, head 
of the Voice of Excellence Group 
and organizer of the celebrations, 
said: “Through this celebration, we 
would like to renew our loyalty and 
gratitude to the leader of this great 
march of the country,  His Majes-
ty Sultan Qaboos bin Said - may 
God protect him and give him good 
health and wellness.”


The Royal Oman 
Police in Sur  
announced a parade 
and competition of 
decorated cars on 
the occasion of  
National Day. 
Some glimpses of 
the winners…


Car décor parade 
& competition in Sur


Feast for the eyes as Muscat decks up
By Basim Mohammed Sulaiman Al Jabri  
MUSCAT, Dec. 3, 2015


The beautiful roads of Muscat were lit up for al-
most a month on the occasion of the National 
Day, including a veritable ceiling of dazzling 


lights along the Muttrah corniche drive.
While lights are a regular part of the celebrations, 


this year’s 45 celebrations are special because of His 
Majesty’s return after his absence last year due to med-
ical treatment abroad.


The myriad colours and formations of the lights 
reflect the special joy of the celebrations this year and 


photographs of His Majesty line the roads -- all a result 
of the special effort of the Muscat Municipality.


People start preparations two weeks before the event 
which falls on November 18. Each house is decorated 
and everything is dressed in red. The National flag is 
everywhere. People buy Halwa (sweets) and fruits. 


Mohammed  Al Wihibi, a resident of Muscat, said: 
“We are very happy on this special day and the people 
show  their love and the loyalty for His Majesty.”


Cars play a special role in the celebrations. The 
roads are crowded as citizens drive their cars in a peace-
ful procession for national day. One car outdoes the 


other in its decorations. 
The cars are decorated in 
Omani flag colors, which 
attract all people.


People take their cars 
to decoration shops before 
the celebrations begin 
and make their car look 
amazing by drawing the 
national flag on their cars 


and some draw His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said. 
Everything looks beautiful and is well organized on 


this historic day. Processions usually start in the evening 
and this is done in every region in the county. Almost all 
citizens participate in the processions, including kids, 
women, youth and old men. Some participate with cars 
and others by walking. Everyone is so happy and proud 
of the country. People do traditional dances while others 
sing national songs. 


Ali bin Salim al Jabri, member of  Al Shura Council, 
said, “National Day reminds us of our responsibilities to 
our country.” November 18 is celebrated as the National 
Day of the Sultanate of Oman. This year, the 45th anni-
versary is being celebrated.  


“National Day  
reminds us of our  
responsibilities to  


our country,” 
Ali bin Salim al Jabri


Member, Al Shura Council


The operetta, ‘Turning 
Point’, told of how  


Omani people lived in 
the past and highlighted 
the great developments 


in the Sultanate now








By Yusra Al Muqbali 
AL MUSANNAH, Nov. 12, 2015


Four students and two teachers 
from Sur CAS were among 
over 2000 participants, many 


of them international, in a scout 
camp and exhibition in Al Musan-
nah on Thursday. 


Interaction at the camp with 
various people of different nation-
alities and age-groups gives the 
scouts a big chance to share high 
quality experiences. Ms. Hanan Al 
Ghilani, participant from Sur CAS, 
said that the camp was organized 
to build the scouts minds and train 
them to make big and purposeful 
projects that can serve our societies 
in different ways.


Along with the camp was an 
exhibition that focused on serving 
societies. The exhibition involved 
participants from 25 foreign coun-
tries, including other Arab coun-
tries. 


It displayed projects by the 
scouts, such as a solar-cell project 
for electricity as an alternative to 
petroleum and another project on 
how to use solar cells to operate air 
conditioners.


Salim Al Muqbali, a scout at 
the camp, said: “We specifical-
ly focused on participating in the 
exhibition because it reflected on 
what we did in our activities. We 
also gathered other’s opinions to 
improve our work and make it the 
best.”


Mr. Said Al Alawi from Sur 
CAS helped to organize the exhibi-


tion. He said: “The aim of this ex-
hibition is to share scouts projects 
and achievements and also to teach 
others about society building and 
spread the awareness and informa-
tion that scouts need.”


Scout Salim Al Muqbali added, 
“We need to work more for our so-
cieties and also we need activities 
like this camp to be more creative 
and enhance our skills and abilities 
to build what we have to build.”


The camp benefited partici-
pants and organizers especially in 


exchange of ideas and experiences 
between different nationalities. The 
camp ended with commemorative 
prizes for the participants.


This annual scout camp is an 
initiative by His Majesty to encour-
age youth to participate in building 
societies. 


The scout camp is a meaning-
ful activity meant to gather scouts 
from different places, of different 
ages, personalities and nationalities 
and get them to work together to be 
more creative and helpful.                  


By Khalid Mohammed al Belushi
SUR, Nov. 11  


Rovers of Sur CAS, members 
of the Sur Rovers Club and 
other scout leaders of South 


Sharqiyah Governorate on Tues-
day received the participants of the 
‘18th International Scout Forum for 
the Exchange of Cultures and Fa-
miliarizing with Civilizations’ being 
hosted in the Sultanate from the 3 to 
13 November. 


More than 100 scouts from 27 
countries are participating in the fo-
rum, as part of which they are visit-
ing a number of cultural and tourist 
spots in Oman, including Sur.


The official reception for the 
delegation was held at the Fatah Al 
Khair centre and included folk arts 
such as Almdema and Choubani.


The program began with a visit 
to the shipyard where the visitors 
learnt about the traditional woods 
and skills of building ships and 
viewed models of ships on exhibi-
tion in the yard. 


Al Oruba Maritime Museum was 
the next stop. Historian and curator, 
Rabee Anbar, guided members of 
the delegation through the museum, 


giving information about Sur’s mar-
itime heritage and relaying interest-
ing anecdotes about the exhibits on 
display, including famous types of 
Omani ships and pictures of well-
known Omani sailors. 


The delegation then went to the 


Sur Sailing Club, which trains youth 
in sailing sports grooming them in 
teams to participate in international 
and regional competitions. 


Delegates were given a visual 
presentation about the club’s activ-
ities as well as mementos to take 


away. Sheikh Said bin Mohammed 
bin Said Alsinani, member of Shura 
Council, hosted lunch for the dele-
gates.The trip ended with a visit to 
the Ras Al Had Turtle Resort. 


The 18th International Scout Fo-
rum for the Exchange of Cultures 


and Familiarizing with Civilizations 
was held in the Sultanate in accor-
dance with His Majesty’s initiative 
to involve youth to activate the role 
of the Sultanate in connecting cul-
tures and promoting international 
peace.
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Sur receives delegates of Scout Forum


Scouts camp, exhibition 
aim to ‘build societies’


Scouts Discover the History of Oman 


More than 100 
scouts from 27 
countries are  


participating in the 
18th International 


Scout Forum for the 
Exchange of  
Cultures and  


Familiarizing with 
Civilizations, and 


are visiting a  
number of cultural 
and tourist spots in 


the Sultanate.


The exhibition involved participants from  
25 foreign countries, including Arab countries, 
and displayed a solar-cell project for electricity 


as an alternative to petroleum, as well as  
solar cells to operate air conditioners


Scouts at the Maritime Museum with historian and curator Rabie Anber 


 Welcome to international scouts includes visit to Fatah Al Khair, shipyards and maritime museum








By AlHarith Al Nofali  
SUR, Oct. 21 


The volunteer work and com-
munity service team at Sur 
College of Applied Scienc-


es held a blood donation camp on 
Tuesday in the boy’s common room 
as part of the Future Leaders pro-
gram of the Voice of Excellence 
Group. 


This is a step to build relations 
between the students and the com-
munity. 


The blood donation camp was 
conducted in association with Sur 
Hospital, which provided two am-
bulances, four doctors and all of the 
equipment to collect the donations. 


Students were enthusiastic to 
donate blood as they already had 
awareness about such an activity 
and understood its social impact.  


Majeed Al-Shaaibi, the leader of 
the volunteer team, said, “We em-
phasize on the importance of volun-
teering in order for the students to 
play an active social role. This is a 
good opportunity for students to do-
nate blood and do something for the 
community.”  


Dr. Mohammed Ibrahim, the Ex-
ecutive director of Sur Hospital, 
said, they were proud of this “be-
nevolent initiative”.


“Thank you for donating your 
blood to help patients. I hope that 
such works continue in the future 


and we wish you all the best,” he 
said.  


Blood donations help to reduce 
the gap in supply of blood to acci-
dent victims. Currently, there is a 
great demand for blood in various 
hospitals. 
Fahad Al Musharafi, who donated 


blood, said, “It is an easy and effec-
tive way to help others.”  


After donating blood, students 
were given juice to drink in order 
to keep their blood pressure at the 
normal rate. 


The volunteers’ team tries to or-
ganize such events to have a con-
tinuing influence inside and outside 
the college. Their priority is to raise 
awareness among people about the 
importance of helping others for 
free. 


They team is emphasizing on 
the importance of blood donation 
and its role in creating an impact or 
changing peoples’ situations for the 
better. 


The team also notes that donation 
is not just by money -- it can also be 
by giving of time and effort to social 
and environmental services. 
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Blood donation camp
held at Sur CAS


By Mahmoud Al Mushrafi 
QURRAYAT, Dec. 3


A road accident last Saturday 
morning, in which two peo-
ple died and one was injured, 


is just the latest in a series of acci-
dents on Oman’s roads that kill and 
maim people for life. The accident 
occurred when a car heading to 
Muscat was involved in a collision 
with big truck, according to a reli-
able source at the Public Authority 
for Civil Defense and Ambulance 
(PACDA).


There are many causes of acci-
dents, and the main one now is the 
use of mobile phones when driving, 
said Ahmed Al Rashdie, manager at 
PACDA. “This accident happened 
when the driver of the car was us-
ing his mobile phone resulting in 
the collision with the big truck,” he 
said.


With the Royal Oman Police 
(ROP) geared up to reduce acci-
dent rates and strictly enforce traffic 
rules, the public sees the police ef-
fort and are themselves moving to-
wards safe driving habits as evident 
in accident statistics. 


Besides deaths, car accidents can 
cause injuries to any part 
of the body and people 
may suffer disability for 
life. Accidents also re-
sult  in financial costs  to 
the individuals involved 
and to society.


Faisal Al Wahaibi, a 


resident of Qurayyat, was injured in 
a road accident and now has disabil-
ity in his leg. He had to seek medi-
cal treatment abroad to minimize his 
discomfort due to his disability.
ROP  officer  Mohamed  Aymen 


explains the causes of accidents. “A 
number of factors contribute to the 


risk of collision including vehicle 
design, road design, road environ-
ment, driver skill and impairment 
due to alcohol or drugs,” he said, 


adding that behavior, notably speed-
ing and racing, were culprits in 
many cases.


Juma Al Moqaimi, a resident of 
Amerat, said: “The ROP is making 
great efforts to ensure widespread 
awareness. I am sure that the drop 
in the number of accidents that we 
are witnessing is because people are 
now more aware of the dangers of 
reckless driving.”


Beware! On the road, mobile phones kill!


Girl students propose 
psychologist advisor 


By Amani Al Mamari
SUR, Dec. 3


Many Sur CAS girl students want to propose that a psychologist 
advisor be introduced next year in the college. The proposal 
of bringing a psychologist advisor will be presented to the 


dean of Sur CAS, Dr. Ahamed Al Riyami, in the near future.  
Students feel that having a psychologist advisor would improve student 


well-being by preventing suicide and negative thinking, promoting good 
mental health and advising on dealing with stress, insomnia and other 
problems students may face.


Introducing a psychologist 
advisor during the New Student 
Orientation Program would be 
more accommodating to student 
needs, they feel. The aim of this 
proposal is also to help students 
in the process of choosing their 
majors without any doubts or 
complexes. 


Amal Al Sabibi, a 
biotechnology student, expressed 
her opinion on the proposal. 
“The hiring of a psychologist 
advisor for the students will 
benefit  all  with  counseling  and 
psychological services that will 
increase the performance of the 
students,” she said, adding that 
students face a lot of pressure in 
their studies and fear not getting 
a high grade.


While some groups in college 
do admirable work to brighten 
student life, having access to a 
psychologist advisor will decrease stress and help students talk about the 
problems they face. 


Muthla Al Harrasi, a communication student, said: “To take psychology 
consulting is not necessarily indicative of some negative trend. An 
advisor would help remove the stigma attached to mental illnesses and 
promote psychologist advising as health services that students can reach 
out to.”


Hiring a psychologist advisor is within the plans that may apply next 
year. But that will happen after extensive studies to be done by the 
management of the college. 


Abdulkader, Assistant Dean for Academic Affairs at Sur CAS said, “We 
must ask ourselves: Have we, as students, played our part in alleviating 
stress on campus? The question requires personal and collective soul 
searching. Hiring a psychologist adviser is one factor that may make 
students easily know the choice of their specialization major.”


Students feel that having  
a psychologist advisor 
on the college campus 


would help improve their 
well-being, as the advisor 


would promote good  
mental health, guide them 


to deal with stress  
and help them avoid  
negative attitudes.


“We emphasize on the 
importance of  


volunteering so students 
can play an active  


social role. This is a 
good opportunity to 
donate blood and do 


something for the  
community,” 


Majeed Al Shaaibi
Student Volunteers Team


Besides deaths, car accidents cause injuries  
and people may suffer disabilities for life.  
Accidents also result in financial loss  


to the individual involved and to society


The Royal Oman Police is  
striving to reduce accident rates  
by strictly enforcing traffic rules; 
the public sees the police effort 


and are themselves moving  
towards safe driving habits
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Digitech Club holds Adobe Premier workshop
AlHarith Al Nofali 
SUR, Oct. 21,2015


The Digitech Club of Sur CAS orga-
nized a workshop in the Adobe Pre-
mier software program on Tuesday 


to help students develop their skills in cre-
ating a montage. 


The workshop was presented by digital 
media student, Mazen Al Ali, who began 
with an overview of the software. The ses-
sion included a number of elements, which 
identify the video sizes, types and the dif-
ferences between them.


He explained how to import files from 


the saved location and how to convert and 
process the files, as also techniques of cut-
ting, slicing, merging and mixing videos. 
Al Ali further described how to add vid-
eo effects and transition effects as well as 
ready-made effects and render elements.


Yahya Al Kamali, a participant, said: 
“One of the goals of the Digitech Club 
is to give students skills and expertise in 
digital media.” He was pleased to partici-
pate in this workshop on video production 
in which he learnt to cut and paste, import 
and other procedures for video production. 


“But we were able to acquire only a 


rudimentary knowledge of video produc-
tion,” he felt.


Mutasim Al-Balochi, another partic-
ipant, said, “Such workshops help to de-
velop the students’ skills. I had a previous 
experience of this program but now I have 
gained more from this workshop.”


It may be noted that Adobe Premier is 
a timeline based video editing software ap-
plication. It is used by broadcasters, such 
as the BBC and CNN. 


SPSS workshop 


By Balqis Mohammed Al Swaie
SUR Dec. 11


Students fear that their gradua-
tion may be delayed by a year 
because of the new English 


Foundation Program and the math 
foundation year courses in the Col-
leges of Applied Sciences.


Now a final year student, Shama 
Al Matrushie started studying in the 
English Foundation program from 
level C – a low level of language 
proficiency. Thereafter, however, 
her request to study English in the 
summer semester was denied. 


“We didn’t know that we would 
face difficulties to register in sum-
mer class after finishing the foun-
dation program. They didn’t allow 
us to take summer classes when we 
were in the third year of our college 
studies saying we didn’t fulfill the 
conditions to do so,” says Shama. 


Like Shama, there are others 
who are uncertain of how to manage 
all their credit hours on time.


Students who have recently 
passed the English program find that 
they can choose minor courses, but 
in order to choose courses in their 
majors, they would have to study 
the prerequisites first. Without the 
summer courses to fall back on, they 


would have to pursue these courses 
during subsequent semesters, there-
by delaying the completion of their 
graduation.


“Now we are in the so-called last 
year, but we don’t know if it is the 
last year. It depends on whether they 
will allow us to take major subjects 
in the summer semester. Seriously, 
we are living in an uncertain aca-
demic situation,” Shama added.


Mr. Waleed Al Farsi of the 
English Department indicated that 
the reason for modifications to the 
English program was to improve 
students’ knowledge and skills in 
English. The Ministry of Higher Ed-
ucation had therefore decided to add 
a new level and determine two years 
as the maximum to finish the Eng-
lish foundation courses. As a result 
of having four semesters of Eng-
lish Foundation, summer courses in 
English were not to be offered.


Math courses for foundation year 
have also seen some modifications. 
According to math teacher, Dr. Sen-
thil Raj, the foundation year course 
is important to gain basic skills for 
later years. Therefore students are 
allowed to join the graduation pro-
gram only if they have passed level 


two of foundation math. 
Now, there is an added opportu-


nity for students to take a challenge 
math exam without registering for 
the course or attending classes -- the 
student can sit for the final exam di-
rectly.


Maryam Al Naimi, a student of 


Nizwa CAS, elaborates on her ex-
periences with the new system of 
math. She registered for her first 
year college courses through the 
electronic registration system, but 
was surprised to find that the reg-
istration center had deleted all her 
registrations saying that she had to 
pass the second level of math foun-
dation. She was appraised of her 
opportunity to sit for the challenge 
exam at the end of semester with-
out attending classes. But now she 
spends the semester at home and is 
unable to suitably answer her rela-
tives and friends about her academic 
situation. 


She said, “I wonder about this 
new system, because I know many 
colleagues of previous years who 
were able to finish their gradua-
tion program on time although they 


hadn’t passed second level math 
foundation when they started study-
ing their first year college subjects.”


Shamsah Al Bahluli from the 
Registration and Admission Center 
at Sur CAS, said that the college 
was trying to deal with the situation 
of students’ major courses being de-
layed because of foundation level 
hurdles. “Unfortunately, there are 
some obstacles and these need to be 
overcome,” she said.


Such an obstacle was reportedly 
faced by three English C-level stu-
dents of the 2013 batch, even though 
they were qualified to start studying 
essential subjects for their major of 
Applied Biotechnology. Since the 
number of students was so small, 
however, the required prerequisite 
courses could not be offered to them 
separately, due to which the students 
became late for a full academic year 
instead of by just one semester.          


Students who recently 
passed the English  


program found they could  
choose minor courses, but 
in order to choose courses 


in their majors, they would 
have to study the pre- 


requisites first. Without 
summer courses to fall  


back on, they would have  
to pursue them during  
subsequent semesters, 
thereby delaying their  
graduation by a year


New rules of 
Foundation 
Program put 


CAS students in 
uncertain situation


Students can join the  
graduation program only if 


they pass level two of  
foundation math. Now, they 
have the opportunity to take 


the math exam without  
registering for the course or 


attending classes.


By Khalid Mohammed Al Buloshi 
SUR, Oct. 23, 2015


Sur CAS held a two-day 
workshop on statisti-


cal software (SPSS) from 
Wednesday presented by Dr. 
Fatima Hammoud al Saadia, 
Assistant Professor from al 
Rustaq CAS and coordinated 
by the Department of General 
Requirements. 


The workshop was meant 
for teachers and administrative 
staff to enable them to use the SPSS program in academic 
research and scientific activities. 


Dr. Hulies Al Arimi, head of General Requirements De-
partment, said: “The significance of this workshop is that the 
faculty and staff of this college were trained in the new and 
modern SPSS program for use in educational processes and 
scientific research. The program especially helps to facilitate 
data analysis skills.”


The workshop covered topics such as introduction to the-
ory of statistical methods in scientific research, data entry in 
the computer using the SPSS program and analysis and de-
scription of the data.


Mr. Raheem, a teacher in the Communication Depart-
ment, said: “The workshop was very useful. It gave some 
insights into data analysis using SPSS for social science re-
search. The workshop was for two days only, so we learnt 
only the basics. A one-week workshop would have been more 
beneficial.” 


Afrah Al Oriemi of the students Admission and Registra-
tion Centre, said: “The workshop has been useful, and we can 
take advantage of the SPSS system in our work to analyze 
students’ statistics. Also at a personal level, it helps in analy-
sis of data during postgraduate studies.”


Between foundation and frustration


Digital Media student Mazen Al Ali 
conducts montage workshop in 
Adobe Premier
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Sur CAS has become a pioneer 
educational institution that pro-
vides the industry with highly 


qualified graduates in different fields in or-
der to build a sustainable national economy 
based on knowledge and innovation. 


It is my pleasure to be present at the 
Graduation Ceremony of the sixth batch. 
This ceremony is not the end of the educa-
tional journey for graduates; it is the signal 
to show they are now ready to participate 
in the building of our beloved country. This 
event is special in that it coincides with the 
country’s celebration of the 45th Nation-
al Day. We ask Allah to bless His Majes-
ty Sultan Qaboos bin Said with health and  
wellness for many more celebrations. ”


SUR, November 15
By Abrar Said Al Gheilani


ONE hundred and forty seven students 
of Sur College of Applied Sciences 
were conferred Bachelor degrees at an 


impressive graduation ceremony in Al Sharqia 
Hall this evening, held under the patronage of 
His Excellency Dr. Hamad bin Said Al Oufi, 
Undersecretary at the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries Wealth for Fisheries Wealth. 


Students who excelled in their fields of 
study were also given special honors while 
eight others were conferred Diplomas. 


HE Dr. Abdullah bin Mohammed Al 
Sarmi, undersecretary at the Ministry of High-
er Education, graced the ceremony along with 
other dignitaries and important personalities of 
Sur and with college officials.


Speaking on the occasion of the graduation 
of the sixth batch of students from Sur CAS, 
Dean Dr. Ahmed Al Riyami said: “We wish the 
new graduates a happy future. We want them 
to use all that they have learnt in their years 
of studies in this college and apply it in their 
careers, whether in jobs or in entrepreneurship 
for which many of our students are headed. 


“We hope to see each and every one of 
them contributing in the march of the national 
economy.”


The college has sought to make the cele-
brations this year unique and special by intro-
ducing new initiatives. 


One of these is to reduce the use of paper 
in following with the government’s promotion 
of e-governance, by substituting paper with 
technology. 


Dean, Dr. Al Riyami added: “Our contin-


ued effort to shift from paper to technology is a 
step towards protecting the environment.”


An official of the college administration 
said that flash sticks have been provided in-
stead of paper folders to inform guests about 
details of the graduation celebrations. 


The ceremony was an impressive affair 
with 79 male graduates resplendent in black 
and gold gowns and 76 female graduates in 
purple robes going on stage to receive their 
certificates.


SUR,  Oct. 5, 2015 
By Yusra Al Muqbali


THE first elected Student Advisory Council  
(SAC) of Sur College of Applied Sciences 
held its first meeting on Monday, Oct 5, to 


discuss matters that impact students and to suggest 
ideas to further develop the college.


The meeting focused on several issues, in-
cluding the need for new printers at the Learning 
Resources Center (LRC); the setting up of social 
media accounts, including Facebook, to publish 
Council communications to the students and a pro-
posal to send a report to the Dean about increasing 
practical applications in the Public Relations spe-
cialization. 


Younes Al Harthi, who was nominated pres-
ident from among the 11 students elected to the 
Council, said: “We will try to work together to im-
prove various facilities in this college, which will 
enhance the academic environment and promote 
student activities.”


He added that the plan was to benefit all stu-
dents by achieving as much as possible within this 
semester.


Nousaiba Al Shidhani, another member of the 


Advisory Council, said that the first meeting dis-
cussed how to improve things for students “be-
cause we now work to represent them to the college 
administration”. 


“We plan to make our Student Advisory Coun-


cil do the best for our college. This is our motiva-
tion and ambition,” she stated.


Eight female and three male students were 
elected to the council from 16 who ran in the Stu-
dent’s Council election. This was the first students’ 


election ever held in the CAS system. 
Minister of Higher Education, Dr. Rawya Al 


Busaidi, in October 2014 announced the estab-
lishment of Student Advisory Councils (SACs) in 
all institutions of Higher Education from the aca-
demic Year 2015/16. Two Student Council heads 
– one representing government institutions and one 
the private colleges -- would represent student re-
quirements at the ministry-level ‘Student Advisory 
Councils Committee’.


The members of the Student Advisory Council 
in the colleges work as mediators between students 
and the college management and represent the stu-
dent voice, whether related to services and man-
agement or their participation in developing the 
college and student activities. 


147 students of IT, 
Communications get 
Bachelor’s degrees


Student Advisory Council promises to work together


Sur CAS goes hi-tech, eco-friendly for ceremony
n Bachelor’s Degrees  
      conferred on 147 students 
n Eight students earn  
      Diplomas
n 78 Communication  
   graduates include 39 men     
   and 39 women
n 77 Information Technology  
   graduates include 40 men  
   and 37 women 
 
* Figures provided by college  
   administration


“


First elected Student Advisory Council  
holds inaugural meeting


Message 
from His Excellency  


Dr. Hamad bin Said Al Oufi 
Undersecretary for Fisheries Wealth,  


Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries  Wealth


The Student Advisory Council of Sur 
CAS seen here in a meeting with Director 
General of CAS Dr. Abdullah  Al Shibli 
and his two assistants. Also present are 
Dean Dr. Ahmed Al Riyami and Assistant 
Dean for Academic Support Affairs,  
Dr. Salma Al Musharafi 
t 


THE aim of the Student Advisory Council (SAC) is to help students gain 
maximum benefit from their educational experience in the college. The 
SAC objectives, as proposed by MOHE, are:


n To develop learning and research processes
n To improve services provided to students 
n To enhance transparency 
n To promote constructive criticism among students
n To provide avenues for students to develop their personalities
n To inculcate the spirit of teamwork
n To promote the principles of true citizenship
n To raise the standards of student activities 
n To embed in them the principles of volunteer work
n To raise the level of intellectual, cultural, artistic, social and sporting life


Meet Your Council Members


Younes Al Harthi 
Chairman


Hamda Al Mugheiri
Vice-ChairmanSheikha Al Sarhani 


Academic  
Committee Head


Nusaiba Al Shidani  
Activities & Initiatives 


Committee Head
Abdullmajid Al Balushi
Student Services Committee Head


Members 
(from left) Zahra Al Shidi 
Aisha Al Akhzami
Tahani Al Mashaari
Nama Al Siyabi and 
Yusra Al Muqbali


Fahad Al Mushaifri
Member


SAC Objectives


ON THE OCCASION OF GRADUATION DAY
Nov. 15, 2015







SUR Feb. 15, 2016
By Yusra Al Muqbali   


The DigiTech Club of Sur College 
of Applied Sciences launched 


the Second DigiTech Forum on Sun-
day. 


The activities of the first day 
included the opening of the pho-
tographs exhibition called “Lens 
Story”, under the patronage of the 
Deputy Wali of Sur, Sheikh Hamad 
Bin Sultan Al Busaidi. 


This exhibition was a part of a 
competition launched by the club, 


and the theme was portraits, 
nature and people’s lives.  The 
event included a photography 
workshop. 


Well-known photographer Ha-
mad Aghannbosi assessed the pho-
tographs in the exhibition and deter-
mined the winners. 


The forum was sponsored by 
Oman LNG, Oman newspaper and 
Al Shabibah newspaper.


The supervisor of DigiTech Club, 
Sanaa Al Haddabi, said: “Through 
the activities, we are seeking to 


develop students’ skills in 
general, and particularly of 
the club members, in the 
media and technical fields.”


Assistant to the supervi-
sor, Ammar Al Kasbi, said, 
“The Lens Story Forum is 
a special forum to display students’ 
creativity in photography and film 
production. A few new aspects were 
added to the forum this year, for ex-


ample, the opening of participation 
of the local community in the pho-
tography and film production area. 
This is to motivate college students 


and provide them with the experi-
ence of dealing with artists from the 
local community.” 


The forum also organized an open 
discussion about the various pro-
cesses of film production presented 
by well-known film director, Jassim 
Al Battashi. He did a critical analy-
sis of the films that participated in 
the forum and gave advice to the 
students about how to take suitable 
photographs and videos from differ-
ent angles and how to write a good 
script.


YUSUF Nasser Al Darweishi recalls the 
numerous courses he studied at Sur CAS: 
information technology, digital media, 


journalism, international communication… All in 
addition to his major in public relations. Together, 
these make him a specialist in communication – 
something he has proved repeatedly through his 
participation in student activities, such as acting and 
directing in the theatre group, as a member of the IT 
Club and also as part of Voice of Excellence Group 
(Swat Altmiz).


“I did many things 
in college to improve my 
skills and abilities. Among 
other things, I was also 
Student Council member 
and chairman of the Arts 
Committee. All of these 
support me now when I have 
graduated and face my work 
life,” he says.


When he finished his 
studies, Yusuf felt scared 
about how to get a job. He had a family business to 
fall back upon but he began searching. Now he works 
in student affairs at the private GUTech University 
in Muscat.


Azhar Al Harasi, a PR major, put applications in 
many places but is still waiting for a response. 


However, she has not given up. She says: “Nowadays, 
I do my own business teaching English to various 
levels of boys and girls. I enjoy teaching them from 
what we have learnt in college.”


She realizes that as in previous years, fresh 
graduates will find difficulties in getting jobs as they 
have no real experience. Her advice: “Having no jobs 
available is not a barrier. Try to think out of the box 
and look for the field that 
you excel in. You can start a 
small business and then work 
to develop it. However, even 
as you work in your own 
business, continue to look for 
a job.”


Salem Al Mufargi was delighted to get his degree.  
“Graduating from college is a great achievement 


and should be counted as a bright milestone, adding 
to all the other milestones in your life,” he said. 


The IT security major, now working as a 
computer programmer at Al Adrak Trading and 
Contracting company LLC, points out that searching 


for a job is a different story.  
Salem began searching via 
the Internet and through 
friends. When he graduated, 
he was still unclear about his 
future but he realized he was 
not alone in this. He said: 
“The world suffers due to a 
hard economic situation that 
makes business owners lay 
off their employees. I got 


emails and phone calls of rejection. I can’t forget the 
week in which I did six job interviews and wasn’t 
chosen by any employers.” 


His advice to students: “Find out what you 
can do and how fast you can learn. Don’t think of 
what your certificate means, but rather, how much 
knowledge you have gained, and that will lead you 
to a great job offer.”


Hilal Al Shaqsi spent a happy five years in Sur 
CAS where he had a good time with his friends. 


He expresses gratefulness to Allah for all that he 
has and notes that those without an education are 
missing something significant in life. 


“I faced some difficulties in my studies, but I never 
gave up. I worked till I overcame my difficulties and  
built good relations with different kinds of people,”  
he said. His words of advice to other students:  “You 
must study to find a good job in the future and then 
you will become unique people, useful to society.”


Ameera Al Ghafri is happy at having finished 
five years of studying for a bachelor’s degree 


in Digital Media major at Sur CAS. During summer, 
when she got news that she had been awarded a 
scholarship by the Ministry to pursue her Master’s 
degree abroad, she was even more excited. She says: 
“I won the scholarship and I am very proud of that. I 
can’t explain the feeling that I have because this was 
the dream that enticed me all my college life and now 
it is achieved!”


During the time that she is waiting to start her 
studies for Master’s, Ameera started her own small 
business. “It is about designing illustrations and 
making unique gifts for any occasion. I am enjoying 
it because I love my work. I hope to continue this 
business after I get my Master’s degree, and want to 
make it bigger and more successful.” 


Five years ago, Samira Al Hashmi set out to 
achieve her dream of graduating. She learned 


from the trials she faced and from new experiences 
in her field of study that could eventually help her in 
her work life. Now, she is 
trying to find a suitable posi-
tion to fully use her skills 
and knowledge in digital 
media. “I’m very proud of 
myself because I reached 
this stage in my life and 
have graduated with a high 
grade,” she says. However, 
opportunities play a large 
role in gaining employment 
whether in a government 
positions or in a private job.  


Samira adds: “Opportunities don’t easily knock 
on your door; you have to work hard to get the best. 
I believe life is full of opportunities that we have to 
look for and catch. For now, I am using my time in 
self-development and practicing reading and pho-
tography -- my favorite hobbies – even while I’m 
looking for a job. I advise all those who are still stud-
ying to draw your dreams and work hard; believe that 
you will achieve them one day.”


In the summer of 2014, Sami Rashid Al Battashi 
travelled to Finland in a student exchange trip ar-


ranged by the Ministry of Higher Education. More 
recently, his name figured in the list of students who 
have a high grade point average (GPA). And now, 
Sami has qualified in the MoHE Scholarship inter-
views. He will soon be going to earn a Master’s de-
gree in Strategic Public Relations at the University of 
Sydney, Australia.


Sami’s words of advice to other students: “Study 
hard. Do your best to achieve your goal. Make use of 
all opportunities you have. Take part in activities and 
competitions as this will help to develop your person-
alities and enhance your social skills too.”  


Nasir Al Mazidi believes that international 
communication is relevant in this world 


of troubles and conflict. He says: “We have to 
understand how important it is in the world today. 
Studying this major has been interesting because it 


makes you think and analyze 
different perspectives of 
communication. It gives 
you a chance to gain an 
outlook on things from 
different cultures. It makes 
you an internationally aware 
person.” Nasir regrets the 
fact that organizations 
in Oman are unable to 
understand it. “The ministry 
needs to raise awareness 


about the potential of students who have studied 
the International Communications course. As a 
graduate, I am now facing problems in finding job 
opportunities.” His advice to students: “Nothing is 
easy in life. We have to think, we have to try and we 
have to gain experience in different areas in order to 
move forward.”


Aymen Abdullah Khulfan 
Al Battashi, a Public 


Relations Major, is now 
working at Al Ghubra Power 
and Desalination Company. He 
plans to continue his studies and 
do his master’s degree in public 
relations. Aymen’s advise to 
students: “Work hard and don’t 
hesitate to take up even a small job. If you improve 
your skills and gain work experience, it is easier to 
get the job you want. Nothing is impossible.”


Assad Al Ghafri, an IT Networks major, sees 
graduation as a starting point from which to 


climb the ladder of success. Now, he is helping in 
his father’s construction business. Eventually, he 
plans to start his own project in the same field of 
taking contracts for construction. He notes that for 


a fresh graduate, funding 
is the hurdle to starting a 
small or medium enterprise.  
But together with his father, 
Assad has worked out a 
solution. “We have decided 
to open a new business 
in partnership. He will be 
responsible for the funding 
and I will be for management 
and marketing.”
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COLLEGE NEWS
By Khalid Al Belushi


Star Care Hospitals launches 
discount cards for Sur CAS 


Star Care Hospitals Group, which includes Sur Private Hospital, 
recently inaugurated discount cards for staff and students of Sur 


College of Applied Sciences. The cards make the user eligible for 
a 40% discount on medical treatment; 25% discount on diagnostics 
and a 15% reduction on Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI). The 
cards have been offered to the college faculty, staff and students and  
also extend to cover their families. 


Alumni meet reinforces old bonds


Former students of 
Sur CAS came 


together at an informal 
evening in Al Sharqia 
Hall on Tuesday last. 
A variety show was ar-
ranged on stage as was 
a photograph exhibition 
featuring students of 
past years in college. This apart, however, the evening provided an 
opportunity for alumni to renew bonds with their college. Khalil Al 
Rahbi, a former student, now working, feels such a get-together is 
useful. There are many ways to give back, he feels, and one of them 
is by motivating current students and raising awareness about the 
real workplace.


Biotech student project bags funding


The Research Council 
(TRC) has agreed to 


fund a research project of 
students in the Department of 
Applied Biotechnology, Sur 
CAS. The project is about 
‘Cellulase producing bacteria 
from soil samples in Oman’. 
The research project began 
in September and will run for 
an entire year. Such funding will encourage students to apply them-
selves to scientific research, which in turn can aid in new discoveries 
and help find solutions to reducing the impact of environmental 
problems.


New studio for Communication Dept  


Anew studio for television and multimedia production has been 
handed over to the Department of Communications recently 


for use by the faculty and students. The new studio boasts of several 
high-tech equipment, an editing bay, state-of-the-art still and broad-
cast cameras, a separate radio studio and two associated communica-
tion labs. The studio is yet to be officially inaugurated.


Pearls of 


“Think out of 
the box and look 
for the field you 
excel in. You can 


start a small  
business and  
then work to  
develop it,”


Azhar Al Harasi 
Public Relations Major


“Graduation is the starting point to 
climb the ladder of success,”


Assad Al Ghafri 
IT, Networks Major


“I am eager to start 
on my adventure – 
to do my Master’s at the University 


of Sydney. I am very optimistic 
about my future!”


Sami Rashid Al Battashi 
Communications, Public Relations


By Alharith Al Nofali, Ahmed Al Harbi,  
Basim Al Jabri, Mahmoud Al Musharrafi  
and Mohammed Al Salmani


“Education will 
help you to 


become unique 
people, useful to 


society,”  
 Hilal Al Shaqsi 


Public Relations


‘Lens Story’ photograph competition opened for public participation
Second  


DigiTech Forum 


 Graduates drop


wisdom








By Yusra Al Muqbali 
SUR, Oct. 11, 2015


Well-known Omani actress Shamaa 
Mohammed and Khalid Juma, a 
theater instructor at the Ministry of 


Education, presented a two-day workshop on 
theater at Sur CAS on Saturday, providing a 
great experience for students, especially those 
in the theater group.


On the first-day of the workshop, Mr. 
Khalid Juma explained the most important 
rules that theater students need to know, such 
as, how to act on the stage, how to deal with 
different situations in the acting atmosphere 
and what important actions they need to avoid 
when acting.


Mr. Khalid Juma said, “Theater is an easy 
and attractive tool to deliver information or 
a message to the public. Theater has a huge 
impact on the public because of its attractive 
technic and it can cover many issues in differ-
ent ways.”


Ms. Shamaa Mohammed, an actress 
known across the Arab Gulf countries, took 
charge of the second day of the workshop, in 
which she focused on the practical aspects of 


acting. She encouraged students to act in front 
of her to gauge their abilities and correct their 
mistakes. In addition, she taught the students 
how they could improve their skills and talent 


in this area and act in professional manner.
    Ms. Shamaa Mohammed said: “I am 


very proud to come here and teach the stu-
dents. We see a large group of Omani youth 


who love theater and make an effort to be cre-
ative in it, so we try to help them.” 


Students expressed that they benefited 
from the workshop. AlHarith Al Nofali, lead-
er of the Theater Group, said: “It was a great 
experience for us and we learned many fun-
damental principles about theater acting along 
with increasing our information in this area. 


The experts’ information makes us love 
the theater more and encourages us to do as 
much as we can to be the best.”


12 February 2016 The Arts


Theater workshop enthuses student actors


By Mahmoud Al Musharafi 
QURAYYAT, Dec. 1 


During Eid, or any other spe-
cial event, the people of 
Qurayyat gather together 


for folk songs and dances like Al 
Razha or Al Aazey -- both of them 
common across Oman. 


In the past, when people would 
travel from one place to another, 
they would be welcomed with folk 
songs. People of the town – men 
and women, young people and old 
-- would dance and sing in tradi-
tional welcome.


Qurayyat celebrated in tradi-
tional style during the recent Na-
tional Day celebrations. Mohamed 
Al Nabie, who participates in such 
dances, said, “We are very happy 
that we are using our traditional 
folk songs during special and big 
events. Most Omani citizens are 
happy about this because if we do 
not save our culture, that will lead 
to us losing our identity. So we have 
to be aware about our culture.” 


The Sultanate of Oman’s mu-
sical tradition is an integral part 
of its social, political, economic, 


geographical and religious history. 
Eloquent testimony to this is borne 
out by the thousands of antholo-
gies of verse which form the text 
of Omani folk songs. These present 
a living history of events that have 
social lessons for the present and 
the future learnt from the past. Tra-
ditional Omani poetry embodies all 
these qualities.


Hamoud Al Batashi, a resident 
who keeps the traditional arts close 
to his heart, said: “We have many 
folk songs related to the past, be-
cause we are in country which has 
a long and rich history. There are 
over 130 different forms of tra-
ditional Omani songs and dances 
and each is a part of a rich tradi-
tion. Modern Omani music is just a 
small part of the country’s musical 
heritage.”


He added that His Majesty has 
directed government organizations 
to record and save the folk songs 
of Oman for future generations. 
“Traditional music marks all the 
stages in the life of an Omani, in-
cluding birth, marriage and death. 
All Omanis participate in the cele-
bration of music,” he said.


Photography exhibition 
held at Fatah Al Khair 


By Abrar Al Gheilani 
SUR, Nov. 12, 2015


An exhibition of 45 pho-
tographs focusing on the 
achievements of the Sultan-


ate and Omani daily life was held 
at the Fatah Al Khair Center, Sur. 
The exhibition was organized by the 
Photographic Society in cooperation 
with the Department of Heritage 
and Culture. 


It was held under the patron-
age of His Excellency, the honor-
able Shaikh Hamed bin Mohammed 
Al Mukaini Bahwan. Representa-
tives of the Al Shura Council, the 
municipal council, photographers 
and other interested people were 
also present. 


Khalid bin Abdullah Al Abri, 
administrator of the Photographic 
Society, said, “The Assembly often 
assesses talented photographers and 
the image they take. We were doing 
this exhibition and decided to coin-
cide it with the Sultanate’s celebra-


tions of the 45th National Day.”


He added, “We focused on high-
lighting the nature, arts, daily life 
and people of the Sultanate. We 
received nearly 300 photographs 
as entries for the exhibition and we 
selected 45.”


The photographs display the 
professionalism of the photogra-


phers who have used advanced cam-
eras and lenses. 


A similar exhibition was held in 
Sohar earlier. The exhibition aimed 
to stimulate and encourage photog-
raphers to display their talents and to 
benefit from the experiences of their 
colleagues for the betterment of pho-
tography in the Sultanate of Oman. 
 


“Theater is an easy and  
attractive tool to deliver  


information or a message  
to the public. It has a  


huge impact because of  
its attractive technique  


and can cover many  
issues in different ways,”


Khalid Juma 
Theatre Instructor


Omani folkarts 
remain ever popular








6 February 2016 Technology


 Al Nokhba team wins campaign
for Best Technology Awareness


By Khalid Mohammed Al Belushi
SUR, Nov. 16 


Students of Applied Biotechnology 
major at Sur CAS held their first 
project exhibition, under the auspices 


of Dr. Abdullah Al Sarmi, Undersecretary of 
Ministry of Higher Education,


The exhibition focused on three 
specializations: environmental biotechnology, 
agriculture and food biotechnology and 
marine biotechnology.


Fatima Al Sibani, an organizer of the 
exhibition, said: “This is the first project 
exhibition for us in this semester , and it 
help-s us to increase our knowledge in our 
specializations.”


Environmental biotechnology projects 
related to bio-production, like extracting 
bio-fuel using alcohol as a safe alternative 
to oil and gas which harm the environment. 
Another project  showed the use of bacteria 
to generate electricity and at the same time to 
desalinate sea water.


In the agricultural and food biotechnology 
area, students showed a system that combines 
aquaculture and vegetable farming. They also 
demonstrated a farming system without soil 
called ‘hydroponic’ farming. This technique 
dispenses with the use of soil and relies on 
nutrients that plants need to growth, such as 
nitrogen, phosphate, potassium etc. 


Assma Al Darmaki, another organizer, 


said: “This presents a technical solution 
to the problem of soil salinity and lack of 
organic elements. It also reduces water use in 
agriculture.” 


The Marine Biotechnology students 
displayed artificial reefs, representing one of 
the most important projects carried out in the 
sultanate. These reefs represent a shelter for 
small and large marine life, thus protecting 


biodiversity of the Sultanate. Moreover, 
students presented posters that showed how 
chemicals were being isolated from marine 
organisms for trial use in the medical field as 
antibiotics. 


After the exhibition, Dr. Abdullah Al Sarmi 
proceeded to the biotechnology laboratories to 
view equipment that facilitates technologies 
to be developed in the department.


By Abrar Al Gheilani
SUR, Oct. 28, 2015


The Fourth Forum of Social 
Networking Programs was 
held at Sur CAS on Tues-


day with the theme ‘The role of the 
family in the positive employment 
of social media’. 


It was organized by the 
Ministry of Social Welfare in 
cooperation with the college in 
the presence of Minister of Social 
Development Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Said bin Saif Al Kalbani, Dean 
Dr. Ahmed Bin Juma Al Riyami, 
academic faculty, administrators 
and students of the college and of 
invited schools.  


Several prominent people gave 
lectures and presentations on select 
topics. This included Abdullah 
Nasser Al Bahrani from the 
National Centre for Professional 
Guidelines at the Ministry of 
Education; and Talal Hamed Al 
Rawahi, a well-known instructor 
in human development and a 
producer and presenter of programs 
on television.


As part of the forum, a lecture 


on ‘Family role in directing 
awareness of social media’ was 
presented by Ms. Amal Saleh Al 
Gheilani, a training and guidance 
specialist at Sur CAS. 


The lectuer discussed the 
question, “Is social media a 
neces s i ty”?


She received reactions from the 
audience and different opinions. 
Then she discussed several 
points, such as the advantages 
and advantages of social media, 
different ways in which families 
dealt with social media, family 
display and self-observation etc.


In addition, she explained 
individual patterns in the 
acceptance of social media, how 
one can control electronic addiction 
and how to direct children who 
use social media in a correct and 
good way. She also confirmed 
importance of maintaining the 
unity of the family and advised the 
optimal use of social media.


She added: “If social media 
communication is not a way for 
connection, then don’t let it be a 
means for isolation.”


 Sur CAS hosts 
 Fourth Forum of social 


networking programs


By Yusra Al Muqbali
MUSCAT, Nov. 9, 2015


Al Nokhba technical team, 
represented by former stu-
dents of Sur CAS, was de-


clared winner of the Best Techno-
logical Awareness Campaign in a 
ceremony held under the auspices of 
Salim bin Sultan Al Ruzaiqi, CEO 
of the Information Technology, at 
the Grand Hayat hotel on Sunday. 


The team was commended for 
its campaign among ten others that 
entered in the information security 
competition to spread awareness of 
safe technology, held by the General 
Authority for Computer Security. 


Al Nokhba technical team’s 
campaign focused on spreading 
awareness about how to make the 
use of technology more secure in 
the light of increasing cases of fraud 
through technology.


Assad Al Ghafri, leader of the 
team, said: “The idea arose because 
of the increasing cases of fraud 
through the technology, so my col-
leagues and I decided to start this 
campaign from college. Then we 
went outside to the community.”


At the beginning, he said, they 
focused on the children and their 
parents. “Children have to be made 
more aware of these security meas-
ures to protect them from any harm 
while using technology,” he added.


Younes Al Harthi, a member of 
the team, said they had seen many 
people face harm through their  use 
of technologies, especially the in-
ternet. “That may be because they 
didn’t have enough information 
about how to use the technologies in 
a safe way and protect themselves,” 
he said, adding, “I am proud because 
my dream was achieved when we 
won the ‘best technological aware-
ness campaign’; The team faced 
many difficulties before it reached 
this success.” 


The campaign team had visit-
ed many schools in Sur, such as Al 
Bahja School, Al Afeya School and 
Al Sheraa School, to teach students 
how to be safe when using the inter-
net and other technology. “The best 
thing we did was focus on children,” 
said Younes.


Ehab Mukhalad, another mem-
ber of the team, recalled that as part 
of the campaign, a teacher of the 
college, Ms. Basma Tayfor, had pre-
sented a lecture titled ‘Our Children 
in the Internet World’. She spoke 
about how to protect children from 
harm from the internet. 


      Life in the modern era expos-
es all to security issues through use 
of the Internet and other technolo-
gies. Al Nokhba team through its 
campaign spread awareness in the 
community about how to use tech-
nology in a safe way and thus live a 
safe modern life using technology in 
the best way. 


Biotechnology students hold their first projects exhibition


 Sur CAS alumni team raises
 awareness about the safe use of


 the Internet and technology


 The best thing that  
 we did was focus 


 on children








By Abrar Al Gheilani 
SUR, Dec.3


Four winners were honoured 
with awards and cash prizes 
at the end of the Second Car 


Drifting Competition of the Wilayats, 
sponsored by Shaikh Said bin Moham-
med Al Sinani , representative of the 
Wilayat of Sur in the Al Shura Council.


Forty-two cars, owned by men be-
tween 20 and 30 years of age, com-
peted under the slogan: ‘Fun, compe-
tition, self-development  in Sur and Al 
Junaah’ at a special arena organized by 
the show stagers.


The competition was started with an 
allocation of participants’ cars posi-
tion. Each participant got a number to 
get their turn for the show and the ar-
rangements were made accordingly. 


Mohammed Al Thabti, one of the 
participants, said: “Drifting as a sport 
attracts lots of people, and we have 
fans who are excited to watch our 
shows each time.” 


Although drifting is a dangerous 
sport, he said that in Oman the passion 


for car drifting was supported by the 
country by making available specif-
ic areanas or show stages, which are 
away from crowded areas.


“They are run by an administration 
with safety rules for the participants 
and for the fans as well,” Mohamed 
added, saying with the specific stages 
available, there is no excuse to perform 
drifting outside of those areas.”


Drifting is demonstrated by pro-
ducing loud sound effects of the tyres 


and by multiple circles show. It not yet 
classified as an international sport, al-
though many adults find it as a hobby 
to express their internal energy.  


Participants showed their abilities 
with the cars in different ways: first by 
driving at a specific speed, then with 
sudden brake and turning the steering 
wheel. 


Another way of doing it is by start-
ing to turn the steering then to drive at 
a high speed. 


SAHAM, Oct. 20 
By Ameera Said Al Marzouqi  


Wilayat Saham hosted a bullfighting event on 
Friday with competitors and fans coming from all 
over Oman. 


At first, participants displayed their bulls in the 
rink. The competition began between two strong 
bulls called Alnar and Firawon. The fierce compe-
tition resulted in Alnar to running out of the ring 
leaving Firawon as the winner. 


Al Hamadani, owner of the winning bull said, 
“My bull deserves to win because it was better and 
stronger in the ring and it wins in most competi-
tions.”


Mobarak Al Marzouqi, owner of the losing bull, 
said, “The competition was tough and my bull was 
suffering from a leg injury which caused it to run 
out of the ring and lose the competition.” He added, 
“My bull is strong and has won many competitions. 
A large number of people have approached me to 
buy my bull.”  
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Three new sports complexes likely in 2016
Khasab, Rustaq, Ibra to benefit following Oman’s 2019 Asian Cup bid


By Mohammed Al Salmani
MUSCAT, Nov.23


The Ministry of Sports Affairs in Oman 
announced that three sports complexes 


will be built in the coming year in the states 
of Rustaq, Ibra and Khasab and that the ca-
pacity of the existing stadium complex in 
Salalah will be increased.


The announcement is meant to boost 
the Oman Football Association’s bid to 
host the 2019 Asian Cup Finals. The sports 
complexes will add to the 10 currently ex-
isting in the governorates of the Sultanate.


It is expected that the establishment of a 
large sports stadium in Rustaq will be an-
nounced at a later date and it will be one of 
the largest stadiums in the region in terms 
of the capacity, installations and facilities 
to keep pace with global stadiums.


Revealing the details of the three new 
stadiums, D. Saeed Al Saadi said, “The 
new sports complex and stadium in Khasab 
will include a football field that measures 
up to international standards, in addition to 
sports services and other facilities. The sta-
dium will accommodate more than 12,000 
spectators.”


He added that the sports complex will 
include fitness facilities for men and a sep-
arate one for women’ as well as will have 
the facilities for professional direct tele-
vision transmission, besides housing the 
building of the Department of Sports Af-
fairs in Musandam Governorate. 


The sports complex project in Rustaq in-
cludes a sports stadium for football that can 
accommodate more than 17,000 spectators. 


In addition, there would be a playground 
for hockey, a football stadium for training, 
two for tennis, an indoor multi-purpose 
gym and an Olympic-size swimming pool.


The complex will be equipped with tele-
vision transport requirements as well as a 
fitness men’s lounge and another for wom-
en as also the administration building and 
the Center of Sports Medicine, he added.


An artist’s impression of the sports complex to come up in Rustaq


42 cars in Sur  
drifting competiton


Bullfight in Wilayat Saham


By Abrar Al Gheilani 
SUR, Nov. 29  


A new gym for women only was opened in Al 
Murtafa recently. It boasts the latest sports equip-
ment and aerobics devices such as sports sticks, 
weights suitable for a woman’s exercise require-
ments, and material for sports floor exercises. 


Fatima Khamis Al Ghailani, trainer and gym 
owner, said, “The club motto is ‘my health, my 
fitness, my agility’.” 


The gym offers weight loss programs and calis-
thenics that promotes overall mental and physical 
wellbeing. In addition, new-age exercise-cum-dance 
zumba is on offer along with cardio-exercises. 
Swedish exercises and steam bath is designed 
specifically to help relax and burn calories to lose 
weight. The gym works in four sessions per day 
under the supervision of the trainer.


Sur Gym for Ladies, in cooperation with a Diet 
Nutrition Center, is the largest center in the city 
specializing in weight loss. It offers free consulta-
tion to design individualizes weight-loss programs. 
The gym uses new technology devices that analyze 
body components and measure percentage of fat 
and muscle mass to provide a food table that aids 
a client to reach the ideal weight with a follow-up 
after every three months. 


Trainer Fatima Al Ghailani said, “The aim of 
opening this Gym is to encourage women to main-
tain their health, fitness and agility, and to focus 
on physical and mental health first and then other 
things.”


Gym opens for ladies only
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What’s neW in tOWn
the sur Gate Project
Sur is a two-hour drive East from 
Muscat via the coastal road, Route 
No. 17—a distance of just about 
200kms. At the entrance to Sur City, 
a number of signs now greet the visi-
tor: City Walk, Lulu Hypermarket…


Work is on in full swing on the landmark Sur Gate Project, which will 
include a shopping mall, a hyper market, a luxury hotel, a commercial 
zone, an international school, a leisure centre and City Walk – a part of 
the project offering services, retail and entertainment.


The project, meant to be a commercial centre for Sur city and the entire 
Sharqiya Governorate, is coming up on an area of more than 200,000sq. 
m. and the total investment cost is estimated at more than RO120mn. 
Speculation is rife that the first phase of this landmark project will be 
complete in the year ahead.


The Public Establishment for Industrial Estates (PEIE) and the Al Shar-
qiya Real Estate Developers are 
collaborating for the imple-
mentation of the integrated 
commercial project Sur Gate, 
which began in 2012, according 
to newspaper reports. 


First KFC outlet in town soon
There’s more for the foodies in Sur. Till now, Sur offered a handful of 
brand name restaurants. Now, everybody is talking about the imminent 
opening of an outlet of the international chain KFC (Kentucky Fried 
Chicken). A petrol station at 
the start of the Al Bar area 
is under renovation, and a 
section of it is cordoned off 
with large red and white 
hoardings announcing the 
‘coming soon’ of KFC to 
Sur. Bon apetit!


Oman LnG makes social investments
It is evident that LNG takes the health and 
well-being of the public of Sur and the Shar-
qiya region seriously. It had already helped 
set up a special play area for children at the 
corniche in Al Bar. More recently, LNG has 
financed outdoor gym facilities in three loca-
tions across Sur and reportedly expanded the 
grounds at Bilad Sur Park. In addition, it has 


been instrumental in the improvement of the walkway, public restrooms 
and the increase of shaded areas in Shiaa just outside of Sur on the Ras 
Al Hadd road.


Other projects include 
the construction of two 
storm drainage solutions 
to cope with the high 
levels of rainfall to safely 
direct excess water to the 
drainage system and the 
planting of over 1000 Ghaf 
(neem) trees near the Sur 
Sewage Treatment Plant.


The 
Sights  
of  Sur


shipyards in sur date back to ancient 
times. Omani boats are still built here 
in the traditional way (see insets)


historic watchtowers dot the hills 
around sur giving vantage point  
views of the city


Green sea turtles are to be found, not just 
in Ras al hadd and Ras al Jinz, about 40km 
away. if you are lucky, you can also spot them 
swimming under the bridges of sur!


the historic 
lighthouse of 
al aigha and 
sur’s sineslah 
Castle (left)


a view of the Khaur al Batah 
suspension bridge (left) that  
connects sur to al aigha (right)


Photographs by Khalid Al Balushi  
and Mohammed Al Salmani
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sUR, Feb. 21
By abrar al Gheilani


Denizens of Sur have 
been busy these past 
winter months, and a 


1000-plus-metres long mural paint-
ed at the city’s port is evidence of it.
His Excellency Dr. Hamad bin Said 
bin Suleiman al-Awfi, the Under-
secretary of Fisheries at the Minis-
try of Agriculture and Fisheries, on 
January 11 launched what is report-
edly the longest panel of paintings 
in any marine port of the world.


According to officials in Sur, the 
mural is 1,300 meters long, and the 
paintings cover an area of   more 
than 6,500 square meters. 


Some 50 artists are said to have 
taken part in this exercise of creat-
ing this first work of art to adorn a 
port in the Sultanate. 


         Professional as well as am-
ateur artists from different areas of 
the South Sharqhiya region are said 
to have participated in the creation 
of this mural. 


The painting aims to deliver the 
message that fishing harbors are the 
responsibility of everyone in the re-
gion and that they should be given 
importance to make them wonder-


ful and beautiful places for visitors.
The paintings included topics 


ranging from the heritage of Oman, 
fishing, patriotism and a celebration 
of Oman’s natural beauty. 


The idea of this artistic mural 
in the port area is the brainchild of 
Said Al Alawi, Head of the Depart-
ment of Counselling at the Direc-
torate of Education. 


Now, as technical supervisor for 
the port wall paintings project, he 
said: “The objective of the project 
is to beautify the pedestrian path in 
the port, to give the place a tourist 
interface with art and to highlight 
the talents of artists from within the 
region.”


He advised talented paint-
ers to continue their endeavor of 
self-learning and to remain moti-
vated in order to come up with new 
ideas that contribute to the creativ-
ity development of Omani society.


Even after the inauguration, art-
ists continue to work on painting 
the port wall hoping to extend the 
artwork right to the end of the port.


 It is hoped that these paintings 
will attract tourists and will pro-
mote commercial traffic within the 
port and to the region.


Art from the heart Mural of paintings at Sur Port 
likely to draw new tourist traffic


A 500-year-old mosque with 52 domes
Jalan Bani Bu ali
By Khalid al Buloshi


The Al Hammouda Mosque 
in Jalan Bani Bu Ali is a 
well-known architectur-


al masterpiece dating back to 500 
years ago. It is located in the Al 
Daher region and is famous for its 
characteristic 52 domes, built in a 
beautiful geometric fashion during 
a time that lacked modern-day 
technology and engineering. Be-
sides being a functional mosque, it 
is also a tourist attraction.


This mosque is strategically lo-
cated at the centre of the town of 
Jalan Bani Bu Ali and is the only 
one in the Jalan area that has a ‘fa-
laj’ or waterway passing through it. 
This gives rise to an ablutions area 
within the mosque, and the weekly 
Friday market also flourishes near-
by.


Prayer timings are still deter-
mined by historic methods using 
the architecture of the old structure. 
When the sunlight falls through 
portals, called ‘almabariq’, at the 
top of the mosque, the Imam calls 
the people to come for prayer.


Sheikh Saeed bin Hamad Al 
Maasbi, also referred to as ‘Noma-
ni’, was the late imam who led dev-
otees in prayer in this mosque for a 
long time. He continued to use the 
old method of marking sunlight in 
the mosque to determine the time 
of ‘Zuhr’ and ‘Asr’ prayers, and 
also the Friday prayers.


People remain impressed with 
his accurate determination of 


Old traditions live on at al hammouda Mosque in Jalan Bani Bu ali
prayer times and this method continues 
to be followed in the mosque even now.


Saeed Bin Khamis Al Maqhusi, an 
imam in the mosque, says that when he 
was a child in the 1950s, there was a 
door on the left of the mosque that led to 
an entire Qur’an school. “It was a source 
of education and interpretation of the 
Qur’an sciences,” he recalls.


He adds: “At that time, I was young 
and was travelling. When I returned 
to Oman afterwards, I did not find the 
school. I don’t know why they did not 
rebuild it during the restoration of the 


mosque.”
The mosque was restored two times 


during its history – the last time in 2010. 
Al Maqhusi says he saw the first and 
second restorations of the Al Hammou-
da Mosque.


Al Maqhusi talks about how the 
domes were built in the old time: “For 
support, the trunks of palm trees were 
put on the ‘almabariq’ and then clay was 
used to make the shape of the dome. 
Plaster was then put on it and left for a 
period of time to dry. The palm trunks 
support was later removed by chopping 


them down, and the domes then held up 
on their own.”


With three entrances, the mosque 
is 30 metres wide and 40 m. long, and 
has an interior prayer hall of 28 m. 
width and 18 m. length. The mosque 
can accommodate over 700 people and 
holds all prayers, including Friday and 
Eid prayers. The mosque has two extra 
rooms -- one for the imam of the mosque 
and the other as a store room – and along-
side it is a center where people come to 
study the Islamic Sciences. Tourists are 
permitted inside the mosque.


Photographs by Khalid Al Buloshi


imam saeed 
al Maqhusi


Photographs by Mohammed Al Ruzaiqi and Abrar Al Maamari








Journalism Major opens the way for students to in-
crease their knowledge base and to deal with spread-
ing information, for example through news reports, 


investigate reports, feature articles, press releases and 
photographs. In addition, it prepares them for print produc-
tion and designing of specialized newspapers and bulletins. 
It also enhances students’ skills in writing, helps build 
their professional contacts and social networks and imparts 
the ability to reach the masses. I love my work and my 
specialization. It has become my identity before it becomes 
my job. Journalism has created a challenge inside me and a 
passion for access to information. Also it has contributed to 
developing my writing news in the English language, and 
also it has made me aware of my legal and moral obliga-
tions on the job.                                   Khalid Al Balushi


Journalism Major has informed my identity and 
my personality. My specialization has changed 


many things in my life; it makes me enthusiastic 
to do more, especially in writing and designing 
publications. In addition, it has taught me that 
every work has value and I have to feel it: there 
is value for patience during work and credibility 
is crucial so I must report accurately in order to 
attract and keep my readers. With this awareness, 
I can gain a great number of readers. My special-
ization taught me that nothing is impossible and 
I have to accept challenges and remain strong in 
order to reach my goal. I love it because of how it 
has built my personality and made me strong.  
                                                Yusra Al Muqbali  


Journalism is an essential major now-a-days be-
cause of the important role it plays by covering 


major issues and searching for the truth in every-
thing that happens. This specialization enhances 
the students’ news gathering and writing skills 
and boosts their creativity so they can do the best 
in their jobs. I like my major because it has built 
my personality and let me be more interactive 
with other people to know more about them and 
also help them when they need.  
                                            Al-Harith Al Nofali 


This major develops the students’ knowledge, 
skills and thinking as well as the way they 


present their ideas and how they deliver their 
message to the public. As we see this specializa-
tion is comprehensive because we interact with 
people to find news then give news to the public. 
Photography is a necessary part of journalism and 
this makes us more creative and sensitive  
to reality.                        Mohammed Al Salmani
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” ”The public is waiting 
for me to give them 


truthful information,
Mahmoud Al Musharrafi


Journalism has 
become my identity 
even before it has 
become my job,


Khalid Al Balushi


Covering news is the thing I most enjoy in my 
specialization, and also page design. The 


Journalism Major has taught us a lot of things in 
this field, mainly to be aware and always to do the 
best. In addition, in my major I learned that every 
journalist has to struggle in order to uncover the truth 
and give the public authentic information. It can be 
tricky because you also have to avoid entering other 
people’s property without permission! I love my 
specialization and I will do my best always.  
                                                     Ahmed Al Harbi  


Journalism Major taught me that the public is 
waiting for me to give them truthful information. 


I always have to be honest when I cover any issue 
or news in order to protect people. I also have to 
be cautious about the actions I take to gather news 
to protect me and others from damage. This major 
makes me aware about many new things. I have to 
be careful about how I deal with people during in-
terviews and know the appropriate structure through 
which to deliver information to the public efficiently 
and quickly. I love my specialization; it is my  
identity.                                           Basim Al Jabri 


Journalism Major is the most crucial specialization 
now-a-days because of the role it plays to reach 


audiences and give them the information they need 
in an easy way along with making sure that every-
thing we cover is true and does not cause damage to 
people. Moreover, studying journalism has made me 
more creative and makes me think out of the box as 
well as try to learn new things every day in order to 
improve myself and gain more knowledge of things 
around me.  
                                       Mahmoud Al Musharrafi 


 
 


I learned that a journalist must be comprehensive 
and conversant with all information before putting 


it in the news. The journalist is distinguished by his 
ideas where he must search about new happenings 
every day. Maybe this news idea has been given 
before but you have to write it from a different angle 
in order to give the reader new things. I learned that 
those who read less cannot write more. One has to 
read and build a broad base of information. Finally, 
I learned that I too can build my name and be a good 
journalist.                                   Abrar Al Gheilani


I learned that those who  
read less cannot write more…  


I learned that I too can build my 
name and be a good journalist,


Abrar Al Gheilani


”


My major has helped me build my 
personality, made me more interactive with 
other people to know  more about them and 


help them when they need,
Al-Harith Al Nofali


”


My specialization has taught  
me  that nothing is impossible 
and I have to accept challenges 


and remain strong in order  
to reach my goal,


Yusra Al Muqbali


”


Final year students of Journalism put finishing touches to the  
Graduation Day  Edition of Sur Post      Photo by Abrar Al Gheilani





