
By Marwa Al Brashdi 
SUR, Nov. 30, 2016

Students of the Department of 
Mass Communication, Sur 
College of Applied Sciences, 

launched the first episode of the pro-
gram ‘From the Studio’ following the 
inauguration of the digital television 
studio on Tuesday by the Chairman of 
the Public Authority for Radio and Tele-
vision (PART).

His Excellency Dr. Abdullah bin 
Nasser Al Harassi, Chairman of PART, 
formally inaugurated the new Mass 
Communications television and radio 
studios and digital labs during his vis-
it to the college. He was accompanied 
by Undersecretary at the Ministry of 
Higher Education, H.E. Dr. Abdullah Al 
Sarmi.

Dr. Abdullah Al Shibli, the Direc-
tor General of the Colleges of Applied 
Sciences, was the first guest of the pro-
gram From the Studio, along with Sul-
tan Al Sarai, a faculty member of the 
Mass Communication Department, who 
also reports for Oman Television. 

Marwa Al Brashdi, a journalism 
student, interviewed the guests and pre-
sented the program.   

Speaking about the scientific and 
practical benefits to students from the 
technology available in the television 
studio, Dr. Abdullah Al Shibli said: 
“Our role is to enhance the educational 
environment for the students. We want 
students of the Colleges of Applied 
Sciences (CAS) to apply in practice the 

theory they have learnt in lectures. This 
will give them the ability to deal with 
real life situations and to develop a bet-
ter understanding of the workplace.”

He said the Directorate General of 
CAS had communicated with organiza-
tions and companies that specialize in 
studio design, including with the PART, 
in order to bring studio facilities as 
available in the industry.

In a debate 
about the Col-
leges of Ap-
plied Sciences 
competing with 
other local and 
regional educa-
tional institu-
tions, Dr. Ab-
dullah Al Shibli 
said, “Students 
who have grad-
uated from 
CAS colleges 
have proved 
their abilities 
and skills in the workplace. We make 
use of student exchange programs to 
send them to various international uni-
versities for experience. We seek to be 
a national center for applied education 
and to make a positive contribution to 
the development of the Sultanate.”

Dr. Al Shibli expressed delight at 
the students’ abilities which he saw in 
the college. “The most important thing 
that held our attention is the students’ 
skills which were applied today at these 

studios. We saw integrated work and we 
are proud of our students,” he said.

The second guest Mr. Sultan Al 
Saraai, who was appointed reporter for 
Oman TV’s English news when he was 
a student at CAS, Nizwa, said: “The ac-
ademic environment provides us all the 
means to develop our skills and abilities. 
As a television reporter, I got my first 
opportunity to use the camera, stand in 

front it, train to speak 
and use technologies 
that help us reach the 
audience.”

From the Studio 
aims to use the new TV 
studio to discuss devel-
opments in mass com-
munication and link it 
student learning by se-
lecting and interview-
ing relevant people in 
this area.

The first episode 
was produced by 11 
students of digital me-

dia supported by the faculty of the de-
partment. This is the first time that stu-
dents have worked in a television studio, 
helping them to better understand tele-
vision production through personal ex-
perience. 

The studios are equipped with state-
of-the-art technological devices, such as 
cameras and lights, modern mechanisms 
in the control room and editing rooms. 

State-of-the-art television studio inaugurated 

Student 
talk show 
takes off 
at new 

TV studio
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Sur may soon 
get its first  

radio station
By Muath Al Rasbi
SUR Nov. 30, 2016 

Sur city is likely to get its first lo-
cal radio station very soon.  Re-
sponding to a question from a 

student about the possibility of radio 
broadcasts from Sur and other cities, 
in addition to Muscat and Salalah, the 
Chairman of Public Authority for Radio 
and Television (PART) said: “It is in our 
mind.”

Speaking to students of Sur College 
of Applied Sciences at a student press 
conference on Tuesday, HE Dr. Abdul-
lah Bin Nasser Al Harassi, Chairman of 
PART said, “We have started with the 
necessary steps of opening offices of 
PART in different regions and different 
governorates in Oman. We will be open-
ing offices here in Sur very soon.”

Speaking about the importance of 
radio as a medium of communication, 
Dr. Harassi said, “We should not forget 
that the first step of His Majesty, The 
Sultan -- soon after becoming Sultan 
of Oman -- was to talk to the people of 
Oman through the radio. This shows the 
importance of radio as a tool to talk to 
people, and for people to discuss their 
issues.”

The people of Sur consider this 
news as a significant step for the local 
Omani media. 

Waleed Al-Muhaigri, the found-
er and manager of Sur News Network, 
said, “Sur city needs to have a radio sta-
tion to keep up with the events in the 
Sultanate. I strongly support this plan.” 

Sur News Network provides local 
news to the citizens of Sur via podcasts.

Sultan Al Saraai, a teacher of the 
Mass Communications Department, Sur 
CAS, welcomes the news of a new radio  
station. “A new radio station in Sur  will 

open up more jobs for the citizens of Sur 
city and neighboring towns. In addition, 
it will be an opportunity for students of 
Sur CAS in the coming years to visit the 
radio station and adapt to the work envi-
ronment there,” he said.

Also working as a news reporter for 
the English Channel of Oman TV, Mr. 
Al Saraai is familiar with the small of-
fice for television that already exists in 
Sur. “There are four employees in this 
office, and we cooperate with other re-
porters to cover events and activities in 
Sur,” he said. 

Sur will be the third city in Oman to 
get a radio station, if all goes according 
to plan. Currently, all radio broadcasts 
are made from Muscat and Salalah.

Dr. Abdullah Al Shibli, DG of CAS, features in In The Studio program 
hosted by student Marwa Al Brashdi

His Excellency Dr. Abdullah 
Al Harassi, Chairman of PART
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By Marwa Al Brashdi
SUR Oct. 16, 2016

An exhibition to showcase the 
past achievements and future 
goals of extra-curricular student 

activities was held at the Sur College of 
Applied Sciences (CAS) on Sunday. 
Organized by the Media Committee, 
the exhibition was meant to familiarize 
new students with the activities offered 
and their role in boosting all-round de-
velopment of the student.

The exhibition included ten activi-
ties: The Theater Group, Media Com-
mittee, Sur Rovers, Digi-Tech Club, IT 
Club, Arts Group, Social Committee, 
Applied Bio-Technology Club, Juman 
Group and Voice of Excellence group. 

Dean Dr. Ahmed  Al Ryami opened 
the exhibition in the presence of Dr. 
Taher Al Harthi, Dean for Academic 
Support Affairs, heads of the academ-
ic departments, heads of the academic 
support and administrative support de-
partments and students of the college.

Dr. Ahamed Al Ryami said: “The 
exhibition has brought together all the 
student activities. Students recognize 
the abilities they have gained and have 
identified their plan that will translate 
into more activities in the current aca-
demic year.ˮ 

Every activity focuses on a special 
aspect that helps to develop the per-
sonality of the students. Al Yaqdan Al 
Balushi, the student leader of the theat-

er group, said: “We have great achieve-
ments and several awards. This is our 
chance to    complete the march of suc-
cess.”              

He added that the Theatre Group 
aims to highlight the talents of students 
in lighting, music, writing, directing, 
acting, and stage management.

Two new student activities were 
added to the list this year, namely the 
Arts Group and the Juman Group focus-
ing on creativity.

The Juman Group is keen to pro-
mote students’ abilities in writing po-
ems, stories and their thoughts. Mashael 
Al Saadi, the student leader of the theat-
er group, said: “We want to strengthen 
the concept of culture and literature. 
We plan many events that will encour-
age the students’ talents, such as poetry 
evenings, workshops in story and poet-
ry writing, exhibitions in handwriting 
and calligraphy and workshops in pub-
lic speaking.”

Ataya volunteers 
help school kids 
get a headstart 

in English
By Huda Al Saidi
MUSCAT, 11 Oct. 2016

Thirty students of Sur College of Ap-
plied Sciences visited an exhibition of 
old documents including images, news 

prints and other material related to the history 
and culture of Oman at the Grand Millennium 
Hotel here on Wednesday.

Organized by the National Documents 
and Archives Authority (NDAA), the exhibi-
tion was titled ‘The 7th Records Exhibition -- 
Oman in The International Press’.  

Students toured through all six sections on 
display, which displayed over 300 exhibits and 
included a section on ‘The Sultan in the Eyes 
of the Press’

Explaining about the first section, called 
‘Oman in the Arab Press’, Ahmed Al Sabahi, 
curator of the exhibition, said: “This section 
displays some important articles and images 
published in the past in local newspapers, such 
as Oman Daily Observer, Al Watan, Al Shabiba 
and some magazines.”

Regarding the second section, called 
‘Oman in the Zanzibar Press’, he said, “Here 
we have reports and articles published in Zan-
zibar-based newspapers, such as Al Nahdha, 

Al Najah, Al Maarifa, Gazette magazine and 
many others, covering events in Oman and vis-
its of  officials of the Zanzibar government to 
the Sultanate of Oman.” The documents reflect 
the strong historical ties shared by Oman and 
Zanzibar.

The section on ‘Oman in the International 
press’ displayed world magazines and newspa-
pers that reported news and information about 
Oman. Ahamed  Al Mahrooqi, a specialist at 
the NDAA said, “In this section, we have En-
glish newspapers such as The Sphere, English 
magazines such as The Illustrated London 
News and National Geographic, along with 
French newspapers and magazines such as, Le 
Tour Du Monde. In this section, you will also 
find magazines and  newspapers  from Italy, 
Iran and other countries, all of which mention 
Oman

‘The Sultan in the Eyes of Press’, which at-
tracted many visitors, focused on His Majesty, 
his royal tours and his meetings with citizens 
of Oman. 

Buthina Al Batashi , a final year student 
of Public Relations who visited the exhibi-
tion, came away happy and enlightened. “We 
learned about the press in the past in Oman. 
We also learned about when the first newspaper 
was published in Oman. So I think this exhibi-
tion is important for us to learn about the histo-
ry of the press in our country,” she said.

Students collected before leaving the exhi-
bition.
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Campus exhibition showcases student activities

HM The Sultan, Zanzibar Press feature
in documents and archives exhibition 

By Samah Al Hajri 
With inputs by Mohsen Al Mashaikhi 
SUR Oct.10, 2016

The Voice of Excellence group launched Ataya volun-
teer work on Sunday evening at the Sur College of 
Applied Sciences with the aim to raise the standard of 

English amongst school students in Sur.
Ataya will work to give a helping hand in the English 

language to school students of the secondary level under the 
supervision of Sultan Al Saraai, a teacher in the Mass Com-
munication Department, and in coordination with Raya Al 
Rasbi, the leader of the Voice of Excellence group and a lec-
turer of Information Technology. 

Ataya volunteer students of Sur CAS teach English to 
school students by including listening skills, reading, speak-
ing, writing and grammar. The classes are held for four dif-
ferent groups, four times a week for 100 boys and girls. The 
project targets students of schools in Sur -- namely Ahmed 
bin Majid School and Sultan bin Murshid School for boys 
and Khansa School and Al Aigha School for Girls. 

Sultan Al Saraai said: “The students feel comfortable 
with this program and we are using some effective techniques 
to teach our students.” He said the current program would run 
till May in the Spring semester.

Dean Dr. Ahmed Al Riyami said, “Ataya is a distinctive 
volunteer project implemented by our college students and 
gives students free lessons aimed at the development of En-
glish and scientific skills. It has begun as a result of the in-
terest of the community and works to give school students 
a head-start for their future career in college or university 
where English is required for most of their studies.”

A school student who is participating in the Ataya pro-
gram said: “This program helps us to learn more and now 
we love English more because we learn mainly through in-
teraction.”

The aim of this program is to support school students in 
their effort to learn the English language and to promote the 
feeling of responsibility of college students towards the com-
munity in which they live. The initiative also helps to create 
a spirit of competition amongst students to reach out and help 
others.

Some exhibits (above); School students 
browse through the archives exhibition

The Dean and other 
officials (above)  

visit the stalls of the 
Student Activities 

Exhibition
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’We will not accept less than the best‘

Q. We ask you to share your impressions of 
your visit today to our college. We are especially 
keen to know your thoughts on the new televi-
sion studio, the radio studio and about the digi-
tal media labs you have visited today.

It is my pleasure to be here and I am impressed 
by what I saw. The first is the high level of tech-
nology and equipment in the television and radio 
studios, and second, the capability and talent of 
the students I met and the high quality of their pro-
ductions. With the excellent facilities provided in 
the two communication labs under the guidance of 
distinguished professors, it is evident that students’ 
minds are ready to produce the best information 
products. What I have seen are high quality me-
dia productions, which we hope can compete with 
the best in the world. I have no doubt that this is 
the ambition of the Ministry of Higher Education, 
those in charge of the college and of the students. 
The possibilities available to us are the same as an-
ywhere else in the world. Now, our responsibility as 
institutions -- whether informational or educational 
ones -- is how to prepare the ground to translate the 
ability and potential into a level of competence and 
production that we can be proud of. I am pleased to 
have also met some Omani producers who are mak-
ing advertisements for major international compa-
nies, such as CNN. In short, I am happy with what 
I saw and hope to see your products on Oman TV 
and other TV channels.

Q. Television has grown in the Sultanate from 
one channel 46 years ago to a number of chan-
nels now. What is your Vision 2020 for television 
in the Sultanate? 

Until 2011, we had one TV channel in the Sul-
tanate divided into ‘the first program’ and ‘the sec-
ond program’. We did not have two channels. From 
2011 till now, we have added three channels, which 
are Oman Live, Oman Sports and Oman Culture. 
Oman Live has developed into an important chan-
nel and two weeks ago, it began putting a news-

magazine at the start of every hour. Oman Sports 
is a specialized channel for sports. Oman Culture 
was launched on Dec. 31, 2015. Regarding the vi-
sion for the future, it was that Oman Live channel 
should turn into a news channel step-by-step, and 
this has happened. We have achieved 60% of our 
2020 Vision and have 40% left to go -- and that is 
to add a kids channel and an international channel. 
You may know that we are conducting a study for a 
children’s channel which will be ready in one year. 
You are invited to participate in it by producing 
programs close to your age. There is also a vision 
to establish an international 
channel in English for audienc-
es outside of Oman. Along with 
media content, there is also 
development of aesthetics and 
technology. All of our channels 
are broadcast in HD (high defi-
nition). We have changed the 
logo of Oman TV and the fre-
quency of commercial breaks. 
Now, almost all the people 
working in radio and television 
in Oman are Omani and this 
makes me feel proud. We see 
that Omani media professionals 
are the best to provide the me-
dia message to the Omani peo-
ple and to the world. 

Q. What do you see as the 
major challenges that media 
is facing in Oman today?

A. Let us change the question from challenges 
to opportunities. When we started, we found that 
news broke on social media first, but on television 
we had to wait for the broadcasting time. Now we 
have acquired apps on android and Apple systems 
for Oman TV and radio. We introduced programs 
like Sabah Al Shabab where broadcasters presented 
what was on social media and so managed to bring 
viewers and listeners to us. This was our first chal-

lenge that we changed into opportunity. Another 
challenge was that in the past, there was less lo-
cal content and more international news on Oman 
TV. The vision and the message since 2011 have 
been to strengthen the Omani content. Now, on our 
news broadcast channels, 80% of the news is about 
Oman and only 20% is international. Omani peo-
ple want to see news related to their homeland and 
themselves. One of the directions is to let people 
see themselves on TV as they are happy when they 
see themselves or their relatives on TV.  Another 
challenge was to find a new generation of broad-

casters. Now we have. Some 
have finished their studies, 
some are still coming up. I want 
to see you like them. So I invite 
you to produce good programs 
to present on Omani media.

Q. Radio is a medium that 
is close to the heart of many 
people who see it as a means 
of uniting society. Now radio 
channels are broadcast from 
Muscat and Salalah. Do you 
see a possibility to also have 
radio broadcasts from other 
major cities across Oman?

Like Sur? This is an impor-
tant question. Yes it is in our 
mind and we have started with 
the necessary step of opening 
offices of PART in different re-
gions and different governorates 

in Oman. We will be opening offices here in Sur 
very soon. This will be a starting point of what you 
are asking here. Radio is one of most important 
tools to communicate with people. We should not 
forget that the first step of His Majesty, The Sultan, 
soon after becoming Sultan of Oman, was to talk to 
the people of Oman through radio. This shows the 
importance of radio as a tool to talk to people and 
for people to discuss their issues.

By Team Sur Post 
SUR Nov. 30, 2016

A state-of-the-art television stu-
dio, a high-tech radio studio 
and two digital technology labs 

were inaugurated as part of the Mass 
Communications Department on Tues-
day at Sur College of Applied Sciences 
in the new K-Block building.

H.E. Dr. Abdullah Bin Nasser Al 
Harassi, Chairman of the Public Au-
thority for Radio and Television (PART) 
inaugurated the studios and labs in the 
presence of H.E. Dr. Abdullah Al Sarmi, 
Undersecretary, Ministry of Higher Ed-
ucation (MOHE); Dr. Abdullah Al Shib-
li, Director General of the Colleges of 
Applied 

Sciences; Dean Dr. Ahmed Juma Al 

Riyami and other officials of the col-
lege, dignitaries from Sur and members 
of the community were also present.

Students of Mass Communications 
produced television and radio programs 
before the guests as part of the inaugu-
ration. 

The visitors also inspected the Ap-
ple Mac lab, where students were work-
ing on various projects. In the PC lab, 
they looked in on a workshop on flash 
software and also met with instructors 
of the department.

The inauguration was followed by a 
press conference conducted by students, 
in which they posed questions to the 
PART Chairman and to the Undersecre-
tary of MOHE. 

H.E. Dr. Al Harassi told students: 

“What I have seen here are high quality 
media productions, which we hope can 
compete with the best in the world. I 
have no doubt that this is the ambition 
of the Ministry of Higher Education, 
those in charge of the college and of the 
students.”

He added: “I am happy with what I 
saw and hope to see your products on 
Oman TV and other TV channels.”

The visitors took a tour of an exhi-
bition in Sur Hall, where achievements 
and media productions were on display 
of the majors offered in the department 
– namely Journalism, Public Relations 
and Digital Media. 

An exhibition of photography 
brought a close to the official inaugura-
tion.

Q. What is the vision behind building a 
state-of-the-art television studio and radio 
studio in an educational institute?  

The facilities of a college are planned accord-
ing to the media specializations offered there. 
The vision has been to prepare students for the 
workplace by providing studio facilities that 
replicate the technology available in television. 
We take care of our graduates so that they can be 
qualified to work in Oman TV and other media 
institutions, whether national or international.

The old studio was simple with humble ca-
pabilities due to limited college resources. The 
Ministry built new studios at Nizwa and Salalah 
Colleges of Applied Sciences. It is now Sur’s 
turn. This indicates the Ministry’s role in bring-
ing new and advanced technology to educational 
institutions.

My advice to you is make good use of all these 
technologies to improve yourselves and to ena-
ble yourselves to compete -- not only on local 
TV, but also in Gulf and Arab countries. When 
you join these media organizations, you take 
your capabilities with you. These are like a pass-
port for you to be an international journalist or 
media person.

Q. Students of the Colleges of Applied Scienc-
es feel they are special because they are bilin-
gual and are also a product of the convergence 
of new digital media technologies. For example, 
journalism students are trained for the print 
media; also for television, radio and Internet 
news websites. CAS students are trained for the 
workplace of the future where technology will 
continue to advance. Is the industry ready for 
us? 

A. Of course. The media industry is ready and 
waiting for you. It is waiting for quality products. 
What I see here is a quality product institution. This 
is what we are aiming for, this is the plan, this is 
what we are waiting for. I will be frank, we will 
not accept less than the best. And this is what we 
are doing at PART. We will not negotiate standards. 
Don’t come to me with a weaker product arguing 
that I am an Omani so accept me. I will not accept 
you. Being an Omani means to me he is producing 
the best. The industry is waiting for you when you 
are ready for it with the best of your potentials.

-- By Team Sur Post
Students at the press conference: Muaath Al Ras-
bi, Mohammed Al Shabibi, Samah Al Hajri, Huda 
Al Saidi, Khuloud al Belushi, Ibtisam Al Belushi, 
Nada Al Alawi, Laila Al Shukeili, Mariam Al Alawi

His Excellency Dr. Abdullah 
Bin Nasser Al Harassi, Chair-
man of the Public Authority 

for Radio and Television (PART), 
said that the media industry is ready 
and waiting for quality products. 

“What I see here is a quality prod-
uct institution,” he said about Sur 
CAS at a student press conference 
held after the inauguration of state-
of-the-art television and radio studios 
in the college. 

“In PART and in the industry, we 
will not negotiate standards,” he said. 

Here are excerpts from the press 
conference:

‘Use high-tech studios  
to grow and compete  
in local, global media’
His Excellency Dr. Abdullah Al 
Sarmi, Undersecretary, Ministry 
of Higher Education, also fielded a 
question at the press conference: 

“Don’t come with  
a weak product.  

Being an Omani means 
to produce the best.  

The industry is waiting 
for you when you are 

ready for it  
with the best  

of your potential,”
H.E. Dr. Abdullah  

Bin Nasser Al Harassi
Chairman, 

Public Authority  

Digital television, radio studios 
and media labs inaugurated

His Excellency, 
Chairman of 
PART, inaugu-
rates the tele- 
vision studio 
(above);  
He receives a 
memento from 
HE undersecre-
tary, Ministry of 
Higher Education 
(left)

His Excellency Dr. Abdullah Bin Nasser Al Harassi, Chairman of PART, 
and His Excellency Dr. Abdullah Al Sarmi, Undersecretary, Ministry of Higher Education, 
address a  student press conference at the Department of Mass Communication
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By Amani Al Nofali
SUR October 9, 2016

A 4th-year student of the Informa-
tion Technology Department 
of Sur College of Applied 

Sciences has won the ‘best mobile ap-
plication’ award in a global competition 
run by the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT).

The application “Learn Multipli-
cation” developed by Fatima Al Alawi 
was chosen as the best in the student 
category at a competition titled “MIT 
Investor Competition for Mobile Appli-
cation” in May.

Faisal Agha, Fatima’s supervisor 
and a faculty member of the IT de-
partment said that the application was 
first developed to enter in the Student’s 
Creativity Competition 2015-16 held 
among all the Colleges of Applied 
Sciences (CAS) across the Sultanate 
under the aegis of the Ministry of High-

er Education. 
“With encouragement from Dr.Ram 

Kumar, head of the IT Department, 
we entered this application in the MIT 
global competition. I am very happy 
and proud to see our application get a 
first prize at this global competition run 
by MIT -- one of the most technologi-
cal advanced universities,” he said.

Learn Multiplication App is an Ar-
abic language app. It aims to find a new 
and innovative way to teach multiplica-
tion tables to primary school students. 

It is characterized by providing 
levels of difficulty and the possibili-
ty of asking questions by reading or 
listening. 

The answers also can be input in 
different ways such as multiplying, 
writing choices and answers through 
sound. 

The players can compete with each 
other via the Internet.

Fatima Al Alawi, the app innovator, 
said: “It’s really a great experience for 
me to be selected as a winner in the 
MIT global competition. I feel so proud 
and so do my teachers and my family, 
who inspired me to create this special 
app.” 

She added that the vision of the 
application will be adopted by the Min-
istry of Education and applied between 
the teacher and his students.

“Fatima is an active student inside 
the classroom. She is quick to learn and 
enthusiastically seeks to learn through 
self-study,” says Shimaz Shaikh, an IT 
Department faculty member.

The MIT App Inventor Competition 
for Mobile Applications is a monthly 
competition in which app inventors can 
submit their apps in any language to be 
reviewed by members of the MIT team. 
Then the favorite app of the team is 
declared ‘App of the Month’.

IT student wins MIT global award

By Maryam Al Darmaki
SUR October 19, 2016

The Training and Career 
Guidance Center of Sur 
CAS organized a work-

shop on Tuesday about the art 
of studying and how to manage 
time. 

Presented by Zainab Al 
Kutheri, psychologist and 
‘Child Protection’ delegate from 
the Ministry of Social Devel-
opment, the workshop was 
designed to increase awareness 
amongst students about how to 
manage their time and studies 
for better academic perfor-
mance.

The workshop covered topics 
ranging from the art of studying 
and how to manage time, to how 
to deal with anxiety during ex-
aminations, rules about healthy 
posture while studying, about 
making a study schedule and the 
‘responsibility of studying’.  

Zainab Al Kutheri said: “A 
college is not only a place to 
study, but it is also a place to 
improve yourself.” 

Study is like the infrastruc-
ture to build the future, she said. 
“Whether your aim is to enter 
the workplace or to improve 
yourself, managing time is 

important because it determines 
the probability of you accom-
plishing your goals,” she said. 

She offered tips on how a 
student could remain composed 
during examination time and 
how to deal with anxiety. She 
also stressed on the family’s role 
in supporting a student in his or 
her studies.

She explained how to plan a 
schedule, how to balance time 
between studying and other 

daily requirements, how to be 
responsible, take decisions and 
solve problems. She noted that 
the mind cannot enter informa-
tion after 50 minutes of serious 
study so it becomes necessary 
to take a break to do something 
else. 

At the end of the workshop 
she offered a range of real life 
stories about students who man-
aged their time and how they 
gained.    

Fatima Al Alawi’s  
‘Learn Multiplication’ 

App for primary 
school students 

is likely to be 
adopted by the 

Ministry of Education

The art of studying and managing time
Workshop at Sur CAS awakens students to opportunities for better academic performance

By Majed Al Ghailani

Every student faces pressure 
when studying. But, says 
psychologist Zainab Al 

Kutheri, there is a solution to this 
problem. 

Balance your four strengths: 
mind, body, spirit and passion, she 
says. 

First, make a timetable and de-
cide on the things to finish every-
day so that you do not have to do 
extra work in the future. 

Also, focus on your lectures 
and forget about external things at 
study time. 

People who worry can get rid 
of their problems in an easy way. 
Problems naturally come and there 
are two ways to solve 
them, says Zainab Al 
Kutheri. 

One, take out the 
fear, and the other, 
maintain good health. 
“The person needs to 
relax and do some 
time management 
to balance his or her 
life,” she said.

When you study, 
you have to drink 
at least 8-12 glasses 
of water a day. This 

helps to refresh your memory. 
You also have to do physical 

activity for good health, like walk-
ing, running or playing outdoor 
games like football. 

All of this will give you ener-
gy for you to retain what you have 
studied – after all, a healthy mind 
and a healthy body go together.

Time management and the 
way we study are connected as it 
helps you to accomplish your pri-
ority tasks and deal with your dai-
ly requirements while putting off 
less urgent tasks to later when you 
have more time for them.

One thing you have to focus 
on during studies is to practice 
writing. It is also important to take 

short breaks of 10 
or more minutes 
after 50 minutes 
of study. 

Family and 
religion too play 
a major role in 
supporting you 
in your goals and 
self-development 
and in enabling 
you to achieve 
your maximum 
potential in your-
studies. 

By Basma Al Nahdi
SUR October 18

The Information 
Technology Club at 
Sur CAS organized 

a workshop on Monday 
about electronic extortion 
and the impact of e-black-
mailing on the community. The work-
shop, conducted by an IT student, 
Hamoud Al Hussainy, aimed to in-
crease awareness amongst students 
about cyber-crime. 

“Ninety per cent of the victims 
of electronic extortion are male,” 
Hamoud Al Hussainy told the audi-
ence. The reasons that lead to this 
problem are a lack of education among 
some people, misuse of technology, 
disintegration of the family and drug 
and alcohol abuse, he added. 

Extortion happens in several ways 
-- either by computers via email, 
through social networking sites or 
through a cellular phone by which the 
blackmailer accesses images, confi-
dential information or personal data 
for money, defamation or revenge 
against a particular person. 

Explaining this, he added that the 
punishment for blackmailers is a sen-
tence of one month to 3 years in jail 
and a fine of OR 1000 to 3000, based 
on Article 18 of the laws on combat-
ting of information technology crimes.

The workshop is being conducted 
at a time when the Information Tech-
nology Authority (ITA) is conducting 
a two-week awareness campaign on 

the risks of e-blackmail-
ing. The ITA campaign, 
titled ‘Speak out and your 
secret is safe’, which ran 
from October 4 to October 
18, was organized in co-
operation with the Public 
Prosecution, Telecommu-
nications Regulatory Au-

thority, Omantel and Ooredoo, as well 
as Hemaya voluntary team, according 
to a Muscat Daily report.

Raya Al Hajri, a teacher in the IT 
Department, said: “The main reason 
why people end up as victims of extor-
tion is because of their careless use of 
social networking sites and accepting 
the friendship of strangers. 

Extortion begins through messag-
es followed by talk or videos in which 
the blackmailer logs into the conver-
sation and unethically sends sensitive 
pictures and videos to friends of the 
victim.”

The impact is greater in communi-
ties where families face problems such 
as divorce, she points out, adding that 
victims of these extortions may face 
trauma and psychological disorders 
including fear and depression. 

The best way to avoid extortion 
is by not accepting the friendship of 
strangers. In the case of direct expo-
sure to blackmail, they must report the 
extortion to the authorities to solve 
the problem and should not suffer in 
silence, she added. The workshop 
highlighted real-life case studies of 
electronic extortion.     

IT Club raises awareness 
about e-blackmailing

The way we study

Student of Information Technology 
Fatma Al Alawi receives recognition 
from Dean Dr. Juma Al Riyami as 
Assitant Dean Salma Al Mushrafi (left) 
and IT faculty members look on
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By Marwa Al Brashdi 
MUSCAT, Oct. 12, 2016

A small business estab-
lished by students of 
Sur College of Applied 

Sciences qualified for the final 
level of the Injaz Oman Annual 
Competition in the category of 
‘The Best Students Company’. 
The two-day event was held 
recently at Sultan Qaboos Uni-
versity (SQU).

The student company 
called ‘Breeze’, produces air 
filters made of natural aromatic 
material which are anti-bacteri-
al and anti-viral. The students 
had successfully made and 
marketed the product before the 
exhibition. 

Majid Al Amri, CEO of 
Breeze, said: “The company 
has a specific goal of making 
innovative products using new 
and creative methods.”

Speaking about the need 
for such a product, Majid Al 
Amri said, “We searched for 

the problems of air quality that 
people face in closed areas, 
such as in offices, high-rise 
buildings, flats and homes. We 
try to offer novel solutions by 
using new and creative tech-
niques.”

Injaz Oman has organized 
many exhibitions in the past 
and has especially invited stu-
dents companies to participate 
in the competition for 2016. 
The exhibitions are meant to 
bring the market to the entre-
preneurs, offering a chance for 
the company and its products to 
be recognized and bring in cus-
tomer feedback to improve the 
product.

Fatma Al Sibani, who 
heads marketing at Breeze, 
said: “Every exhibition adds a 
new idea to improve our prod-
uct. It is a great chance to get 
other’s comments and discuss 
with interested people about the 
benefits of the product.” 

Breeze has participated in 

two exhibitions recently, said 
Fatma Al Sibani: ‘Hand in 
Hand’ partnering with Dar Al 
Atta’a and ‘Students Compa-
nies Exhibition 2016’ at Oman 
Avenues Mall Garden. 

Reaching the final level of 
the competition has not been 
easy, said Ikhals Al Mamri, 
who heads public relations at 
Breeze. Attributing their suc-
cess to “good planning and cre-
ative work”, he said that a dif-
ficult step they faced was when 
they tried to provide an air filter 
with a natural and unique smell.

“We depended on material 
found in Oman’s environment, 
like luban (frankincense), 
thyme and flowers from Jebel 
Akhdar,” he said.

The slogan of Breeze Com-
pany is ‘When the world be-
comes more pure’. It provides 
its product in two sizes: the 
small caddy costs RO 1.300 
and the large caddy about RO 
1.500. 

March 2017

By Fatma Al Satmi
SUR Dec. 3, 2016

In collecting honey from the heights of the moun-
tains, three women working in Wadi Al Jahla vil-
lage look for a beautiful life. They leave their 

homes at six O’clock in the morning. During the day, 
they collect honey from the wild in the traditional way. 
They return home in the evening, then they get back 
to work the next day. It is a way of life through which 
they make a good livelihood. 

Eida Al Sinaidi, one of the women who collects 
honey from beehives, said, “This work is fun for me, 
and the returns for me is big money to improve our 
lives.”

She says there are three famous women in Wadi Al 
Jahla village who go to high mountains to collect bee’s 
honey in the summer period in the early morning. “A 
lot of people buy the bee’s honey because it is of such 
pure quality. It is considered to be an effective remedy 
for the treatment of many diseases. I have benefited 
greatly from this profession,” Eida said.

Regarding the manner of collecting bee’s honey, 
Maryam Al Sinaidi said, “We collect the bee’s honey 
by the traditional way but it is serious work. First, we 
wear a hood and cover up to protect our bodies from 
bee stings and then we collect honey from the cells of 
the bee hive by squeezing it out. ”

A suitable environment and profitable returns have 
encouraged the three women to continue their work of 
collecting wild honey. They have many customers who 
buy the honey because they believe it has many bene-
fits for the people.

Business

Three women of 
Wadi Al Jahla 

village find honey 
collection a 

lucrative business

By Huda Al Saidi
 MUSCAT Nov. 23, 2016

A big crowd of 500 people at-
tended the opening of the new 
gift shop ‘Elyas and Al Kitha’ 

in Al Bowshar, Muscat, on Wednes-
day. It was inaugurated by its owner, 
Fatma Al Hosni, and evidently the 
community liked and was impressed 
by this idea resulting in a large turnout 
for the opening.

Elyas and Al Kitha sells flowers 
and gifts wrapped in an interesting 
way to attract customers and offers 
value for money. The shop also gives 
tips and solutions to customers so that 
the flowers they buy remain fresh for 
up to two weeks. 

Shop owner Fatma Al Hosni, said, 
“I started the project with a small capi-
tal of RO.2,500, so it was a small shop. 
I did not borrow any money from other 
company or institution.”

But she did collect money by her 
personal endeavor by saving from her 
temporary work in ministries. She 
chose this project to attract women cli-
entele. Besides, there were few shops 
that sold flowers. For the first two 
weeks after opening her shop, Fatma 
is willing to bargain prices and offer 
free theme.

“We chose a pricing strategy for 
our services by pricing our products 
less than in the market to attract more 
customers -- especially in the variety 
of roses we offer our customer. We 
will right the price later, depending on 
quantity and quality by color, size and 
type of roses,” she said. 

A small rose may cost RO.3 while 
a medium one is RO.5. “The most ex-
pensive roses are the purple and yel-
low ones,” she added.

Elaborating on the challenges 
faced, she said finding a suitable place 
was difficult. Also, there was a lack of 
money. Initially, some people were not 
willing to accept the project. “My fa-
ther did not agree to this project, so I 
took a long time to convince him,” she 
said, adding, “Not knowing the trade, 
the agreement with the manufacturing 
and distribution company too was dif-
ficult in a beginning.”

A customer, Hilal Al Saidi, said, “I 
was happy to be at the opening. I think 
this shop will get more customers be-
cause the trend is for people to buy ros-
es. I am one of those customers.”

He added that the shop was attrac-
tive and this gave  it an advantage of 
drawing in people of all ages. “It al-
ready looks famous,” he said.

The shop logo is pink and green, 
the colors meant to attracts girls and 
boys respectively. Elyas and Al Kitha 
makes itself unique by creating and of-
fering flower presentation not availa-
ble anywhere else and is quick to stock 
and supply its product.

500 people  
attend opening 

of gift shop 
in Bowshar, 

Muscat

Breeze Company excels 
with natural products at
Injaz Oman competition

 Sur CAS students
 show their talent in

entrepreneurship

The Ministry of Agriculture is interested in pro-
moting honey collection and is providing services to 
help people who collect honey. To cultivators, they 
provide modern cells and encourage the breeding of 
Oman’s bees and distribute bee kits. They also send 
out trainers who hold training courses for beekeep-
ers when distributing the new cells and also educate 
them about treatment of bee diseases. They also give 
the know-how to establish new projects and guide the 

recording of the bees cells with beekeepers..
The ministry also plays a major role in educat-

ing and guiding the beekeeper about the importance 
of treatment and control of the diseases that infect the 
cells due to the seriousness and the harmfulness that 
causes losses of bees. It is always calling for the non-
use of chemical control methods to treatments so that 
not cause any chemical health damage to the consum-
ers of honey or those who buy the honey.

 Some products by
Breeze Company

Sweet 
Returns



Twenty weddings were held in the last week 
of November in Al Khaboura town, North Al 
Batinah, with grooms coming from different 

regions of the wilayat. All of these wedding were 
celebrated in a traditional manner depicting their 
artistic and poetic heritage with a number of guests 
attending. Along with this, modern-day popular 
customs were also followed. 

Maryam Al Kotaita, an elderly woman guest 
at one of the weddings said that the modern-day 
wedding revolves around the bride. “The new 
bride wears a beautiful white gown which is dif-
ferent from the traditional dresses that brides used 
to wear,” she said, adding that in some families, 
brides still wear a traditional Omani dress.

Naser Al Hosini, another elderly guest, said that 
weddings in Oman feature many traditional things 
such as the dances, women’s dresses, food and 
songs. “Usually men sing the songs,” he said, add-
ing, “Women also sing and dance, but their dances 
are completely different and vary from region to 
region just as clothes too vary from place to place.”

When men dance, said Naser, they carry weap-
ons in their hands to show that they have power and 

control over everything in their life. “The dances 
vary according to the region they live in and ac-
cordingly their clothes also vary, though the basics 
are dishdashah, bisht, mosar and khanjar,” he said. 
“They also carry swords in their hands to represent 
how happy they are on that special day.”

Maryam elaborated on the wedding customs in 
different regions of Oman. Each of the provinces 
or regions of the Sultanate has its own customs in 
marriage, she said. Speaking about the steps fol-
lowed in the traditional Omani wedding ceremo-
ny, she said, “It is most important that the groom 
should propose first in order to know the answer of 
the girl. After she agrees, he must pay an amount of 
money to her, which is called the bride money or 
dowry. In Arabic, it is called Al Maher. Then comes 
the engagement and signing of the marriage con-
tract between the man and the woman.”

Another guest at a wedding, Asma Al Kotaita, 
described the traditional ceremony of the dowry. 
“They have a ceremony in some families according 
to the region they live in. I have seen this ceremo-
ny in my neighbor's house: a woman was singing 
was carrying something on her head. The rest of the 

women repeated everything she said and clapped 
along as part of the ceremony.”

This most important step to start a family is 
contract and how the contract or the is sit, asks 
the father of the bride to complete the ear holding 
the Holy Quran and the father of the bride sends 
a written message to the person who believes 
in him, of the clergy to complete the marriage 
contract and restricts the power of attorney from 
the father of the bride and the bridegroom or 
recognizes the father of the groom. 

After signing the contract, the groom goes to 
the bride’s house to see her and talk to her so they 
can get to know each other. The bride prepares 
for the wedding, buying many things such as 
new clothes, shoes, jewelry and so on, which she 
would need when she starts her new life with her 
husband.

Henna is a very important custom in every 
Omani house and women love to put henna on 
their hands and legs. It has a good smell and it lasts 
for about three weeks. The night of the wedding 
is considered to be the most important night in the 
bride and groom’s life. The groom comes to his 

bride's house and sees her in wearing the wedding 
gown and looking so beautiful. Then, they take 
pictures together and with the members of both 
families. Girls dance and sing in front of them. 

Later, he takes his new bride to their new house. 
The latest trend amongst young Omani people is to 
spend the first night in a hotel rather than in their 
new house. 

White  
Weddings

With marriage season in full swing in Al Khaboura town of North Al Batinah,  
Huda Al Saidi delves into Omani wedding traditions

By Samah Al Hajri
SUR Nov. 15, 2016

In the golden sands of Bidiyah, the 
museum of Bidiyah is a landmark 
heritage site and an important tour-

ist attraction that speaks of  the authen-
ticity and heritage of Oman through the 
ages. Precious belongings have been 
collected in one location by research-
ers and those interested in the heritage 
of Oman and in the Arab and Islamic 
heritage. 

This unique museum is owned by 
a private citizen, Amer bin Salim bin 
Shamis Al Hajri, and is located near 
Fort Al Manterib in the wilayat of Bidi-
yah. It enjoys a great reputation among 
researchers and lovers of collectibles 
and records the history of traditional 
industries, precious stones and ancient 
coins -- some of which are said to date 
back to more than a thousand years ago. 

 Speaking about the effort that goes 
into maintaining the museum, Amer Al 
Hajri said: “Since its opening six years 
ago, we are working on sourcing new 
exhibits and preserving and upgrading 
the old ones. Our aim is to make more 
people know about this museum.”

With his personal effort and atten-
tion, the museum is becoming better 
known, and young people and tourists 
are increasingly visiting in order to 
know about Omani heritage. Also to be 
found in the museum, are photographs, 
silver ornaments, copper vessels, pot-
tery and handicrafts that tell about rich, 
ancient traditions. 

The museum consists of two build-
ings. The first is called Baldeharaz and 
consists of six main rooms and a recep-
tion hall. The second is in the form of 
a circular castle in the traditional archi-
tectural style found in Oman, housing 

four galleries with 24 sections. One of 
these sections displays documents per-
taining to the history of Bidiyah and 
the origin of its tribes, written in Diwa-
li-style calligraphy.

One section focused on pottery and 
stone artefacts, another featured items 
made of porcelain and teakwood fur-
niture while yet another displayed old 
guns and rifles. Other sections reflected 
the way of life and displayed traditional 
garments. 

On the upper floor of the castle is 
an open-air theatre that can be accessed 
through an ornate door of rare mango 
wood and displaying other rare ornate 
woodwork, which a visitor to the mu-
seum, Said Al Habsi said is “evidence 
of communication between the past and 
present”.

The Museum is open on weekdays 
from 8am to 12 noon, then 4pm to 7pm.

Bidiyah’s past
meets its present 

at heritage museum

Abu Hanifa 
Mosque 
opens  

in Saham
By Fatma Al Mamari
SAHAM, Nov. 19 

Abu Hanifa Mosque was opened 
on Friday in the village of Roehl 

Zaab in the wilayat of Saham on the 
occasion of the 46th National Day.

Dr. Ahmed bin Ali Al Kaabi, Di-
rector of Religious Endowment of 
North Batinah Governorate, graced 
the opening with his presence while 
children invited to the event recited 
verses from the Holy Qur’an. 

Village leader Sheikh Moham-
med Bahnasawi also recited the Holy 
Qur’an and gave an insightful lecture 
about the architectural style of the 
newly-constructed mosque. He point-
ed out the modern Islamic inscriptions 
that were part of the decor and appre-
ciated the large space where sermons 
could be given during religious events.

While inaugurating the mosque, 
Dr. Ahmed Al Kaabi stated that it was 
“one of the fruits of the blessed Re-
naissance”. Dr. Kaabi, in his speech, 
invoked the blessings of the Almighty 
to make the mosque a scientific and 
religious place that would mend fenc-
es between people and bring them to-
gether in goodness.

Another village leader, Sheikh 
Ali bin Nasser Al Zaabi, said it was 
an honour to receive the Maulana of 

His Majesty on the occasion of the 
46th National Day celebrations. He 
prayed that new mosque should be a 
source and a path for the education of 
the populace in doing their best for the 
nation and to be a platform to propa-
gate Islam.

Undersecretary of the Mosque, 
Ahmed Buraiki, was also present at 
the opening.
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By Fatma Al Mamari
SUR Dec. 2, 2016                                                                                                 

T he Omani Khanjar, often crafted 
in silver, is an important symbol 
in Omani society representing 

the masculinity of the wearer. It is an 
important part of identity and culture 
which has been passed down through 
generations and preserved. Even now, 
it is a heritage icon that men in Oman 
wear with pride. 

The khanjar, or dagger, is rooted in 
the reality of the Omani environment 
when men would carry one for protec-
tion and self-defense. Now, it is worn 
for ceremonial 
purposes over 
the dishdasha 
on an ornate 
belt of leather, 
sometimes em-
bellished with 
silver. 

The old craft 

of making khanjars flourishes even now, 
reviving great historical traditions and 
the nobility of the past. There are many 
types of khanjar such as Al Saidi, Al 
Suri, Al 

Nazwny and Al Badwi with handles 
that are made in many materials such 
as in wood, bone, horn, silver and gold. 
Such a khajar is available in traditional 
shops.

Mohammed Said Al Mamari, a 
craftsman in a khanjar shop, said, “A 
khanjar represents our strength and our 
pride in being Omani men. There is plen-
ty of interest to buy it because it is part of 

the 
tra-
d i -
tional 
Omani 
dress. It a 
h e r i t a g e of our 
civilization immortalized by 
our parents and grandparents.”

The Omani khanjar is an important 
part of the Sultanate’s traditional clothes 
and is a symbol of strength, dignity, 
manhood, originality and magnanim-
ity. The Omani khanjar is worn on the 
person at official events, national cele-
brations, the festivals of Eid al-Fitr and 
Eid al-Adha, weddings and other social 
events.

Ahmed Khamis Al Shidi, who is 
he?, “The Omani khanjar is an identity 
that is cherished and young and old men 
wear them. I too wear one on special oc-
casions and at weddings.”

A sail through Sur’s history

By Maha Al Gheilani  
& Nada Al Alawi

Erstwhile teacher and well-known 
historian Rabie bin Ambar Al 
Araimi released his first book 

about Sur city on September 18. Titled, 
Sur: The Cradle of Maritime Navi-
gation, the book is a result of Rabie 
Ambar’s independent research -- about 
the city as an important trading port 
over the years and its role in Oman’s 
maritime progress. 

Through six chapters, Rabie Ambar 
takes the reader on a navigational tour 
of the eastern coast of the Sultanate of 
Oman by charting Sur’s history and 
culture and its role in marine naviga-
tion. He focuses on the shipbuilding 
industry in Sur, recording the different 
kinds of boats and ships with their 
descriptions, names and the purpose for 
which they are meant. He elaborates 
on seasonal trips and some concepts 
related to marine navigation that are 
unique to Sur. 

He also puts the spotlight on the 
arts and folklore of the people of this 
city from old times. Finally, he writes 
of the return of the ship Fatah Al Khair, 
which proudly stands as a tourist attrac-
tion in the city, and also broaches the 
topic of local maritime accidents --  the 

most important being the sinking of the 
ship Samha, resulting in the drowning 
of 63 passengers from Sur.

The author includes in his book 
some photographs of ships, beaches, 
agricultural lands and cloth-weav-
ing factories since 1908. Some old 
photographs from 1920 show the place 
that commercial fleets would anchor 
in Sur creek, as also the faces with 
names of ship captains from Sur. The 
book includes photographs of Omani 
traditional artworks and of ports where 
Omani ships would dock, as in Zanzi-
bar, Kenya, India, Kuwait and Iraq. 

In the introduction to the book, 
Rabie Ambar writes: “The sources of 
information used in my book are the 
men who lived and sailed through the 
second half of the 20th century, such as 
captains and sailors.” 

The author also used in the 
introduction some words said by His 
Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said on the 
26th National Day 26 in Sur: “It is with 
great joy and renewed pleasure that we 
meet on this blessed day in this thriving 
city, which boasts an original history … 
of a time when it pervaded the glorious 
heritage of the area with ancient tradi-
tions … it was the pride of the people 
of Oman.”

Rabie Ambar has been a school 
teacher in Sur, and has continuous-

ly raised awareness in his students 
about Sur’s great maritime culture 

Name of the Book:             Sur: The Cradle of Maritime Navigation
Author’s Name:    Rabie bin Ambar Al Araimi
Publisher’s Name:  Al Maha Printing & Stationery, Muscat
Language of Publication:  Arabic
No. of Pages:           122

Rabie Ambar’s book celebrates Sur’s maritime history and its 
contribution to the Omani sailing culture

The Omani Khanjar

Silver glint of 
a rich heritageBy Amal Al Saadi

SUR Nov. 23, 2016

The first playoffs of the talent con-
test Sur’s Got Talent took off to a 
buoyant start at Sur CAS on Tues-

day with 13 participants of diverse cul-
tures. Seekers of the title included talent-
ed students from all courses and levels 
in the college, as well as some teachers, 
including expatriates. 

Competition was tough and there 
was  a festive ambience in Sur Hall, 
where the playoff was held.

The talent displayed included acts, 
mimes and singing. Miss Joanna, a 
teacher in the English Department, par-
ticipated in the singing talent. She sang 
with the music and everyone listened 
rapt to her beautiful singing as she im-
pressed the judging panel her talent. 

She qualified for the semi-final play-
offs as did student Fahad Al Musheifri, 
who acted with sound effects. He created 
such a feeling of sadness in the audience 
as he presented a scene of man’s misera-
ble life through his beautiful talent.

Sur’s Got Talent is organized by the 
Voice of Excellence group, led by Sultan 
Al Saraai, a teacher in the Mass Commu-

nication Department.
“This talent competition is charac-

terized by diversity and creativity. There 
were posters, drawing and presentations, 
acting, poetry and singing. The partici-
pants competed hard to reach the final 
playoffs. We are very happy with such 
talent in the competition,” he said.

The aim is to create an innovative 
and competitive ambience that allows 
the competitor to highlight his talent to 
the fullest, he said, adding: “It will allow 
the viewer to enjoy to the utmost.”

Raya Al Rasbi, a participant, said: 
“Sur’s Got Talent is a golden opportunity 
for anyone with talent and who wants to 
strengthen their talent. It was a wonder-
ful experience for me and my goal now 
is to reach the finals and win the title.”

The panel of judges for the program 
was drawn from faculty members, in-
cluding Amina Al Salti, Saud Al Busaidi, 
Ismail Al Notaki and Raya Al Hajri. 

Member of the jury, Saud Al Bu-
saidi, said: “I can see that students of Sur 
CAS have fine and wonderful talent. I 
expect the next qualifying round will be 
more competitive because the challenge 
will be the biggest.”

Talent show features  
cultural diversity 

Author Rabie Ambar in the  
Maritime Museum, Sur  
--Photograph of Sur CAS

and history. Having studies in Kuwait, 
the author is also a fine artist and has 
drawn many pictures for the city. He 
established a museum in 1988 on Sur’s 
maritime heritage and has participated 
in many cultural competitions, National 
and local. He has also delivered many 
lectures and seminars about the mari-
time history of Sur. 

The book cover depicts an elegant 
Omani ship painted by the author. As 
already noted, Rabie Ambar has based 
much of his material for this book 
on his interviews with ship captains, 
sailors and maritime traders. He has 
also drawn from his own personal 
experiences.

The ship Fatah Al Khair is a 
tourist attraction in Sur  
--Photograph of Sur CAS
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Fine arts exhibition features 53 artists

An Artwork display (above);  
Lecturer Ahmed Othman (left) with 
his exhibits; A young visitor (below) 
at the OSFA gallery where 105  
artworks were on display

By Aziza Al Moqbali
MUSCAT Nov 8

A faculty member of the Depart-
ment of Mass Communication, 
Sur CAS, was among 53 artists 

who showcased their artworks at the 
Omani Society of Fine Arts at the 24th 
Fine Arts Exhibition that was inaugurat-
ed on Monday. 

About 105 artworks by local artists, 
as well as expatriate artists residing in 
Oman, were exhibited through paint-
ings, sculptures, graphics and installa-
tion art. 

The exhibition was primarily meant 
to support Omani artists and their 
achievements.

Ahmed Othman, lecturer of Digital 
Media at Sur CAS, said, “I was hon-
ored to participate in the exhibition to 
convey my ideas to the large audience. 
I have benefited from the opportunity 
to display my art at this annual exhibi-

tion, which is one of the biggest fine art 
events in the Sultanate. I got a chance 
to see the works of some of the greatest 
artists in Oman and to listen to different 
perspectives about my work as well.”  

Students from several colleges and 
universities visited the exhibition and 
attended the other activities that took 
place alongside the exhibition. 

Maryam Al Zadjali, Chairperson 
of the Omani Society of Fine Arts said, 
“The exhibition was a precious chance 
to present Omani experiences in the 
field of Arts, which came as a result of 
the workshops and courses that have 
been held in previous years. This is, of 
course, because of His Majesty the Sul-
tan’s support for Omani artists and all 
the associations that work to contribute 
to the development of Omani art.” 

A number of artists were given 
recognition with prizes. The exhibition 
concluded on November 17.

Omani artistes enthrall Sur audience

Oman Center for Traditional Music stages 
performance for National Day celebrations

By Marwa Al Brashdi & Ibtisam Al Belushi
SUR, Nov. 18, 2016

Oman Center for Traditional Music held its first na-
tional singing event at the Al Sharqiyah Hall of 
Sur College of Applied Sciencse on Thursday, as 

part of the Sultanate›s celebration of the Glorious 46th 
National Day. 

The celebration was held under the patronage of the 
Wali of wilayats Al Kamil and Al Wafi, His Excellency Al 
Shaikh Saud bin Bader Al Barwani. 

Musalim bin Ahmed Al Kaetheri, head of the Oman 
Center for Traditional Music, said: “We organized the cer-
emony in wilayat Sur because it has a long history in mu-
sic. For that, the people accepted our invitation to come to 
our first mass celebration.”

In the celebration, members of the Music Centre pre-
sented 13 songs that were patriotic or reflected the tradi-
tions of Oman. The evening of celebration was a chance 
for the audience to listen to established singers and to 
identify new Omani singers. 

The evening shone with the presence of well-known 
artistes Farooq Al Kamali, Musalam Kaihood, Noora Al 
Natheri, Jamila Al Suria, Jumah Al Arimi, Laila Nasib 
and Yousef Al Mukhaini. 

The first presentation was a group song involving all 
the singers. The song presented,  Besat al-Raih, was writ-
ten by Omani writer Ali Abdullah Al Sumali,  in which he 
described the beauty of Oman towns and cities. 

Maryam al Shaabi, a student of Sur CAS, said, “This 
song gives me a nice feeling, a sense of belonging to my 
homeland as each word in the song is carefully chosen.”

The final song, too, was a group presentation and most 
of the singers presented two solo songs.

 Khalid bin Mansour Al Amri, Maestro of the pro-
gram, said, “In this celebration, we tried to represent the 
traditional music of many wilayats of Oman. We also add-
ed two songs from neighboring Arab countries.” In the 
past, Khalid has managed performing groups in Muscat 
Festival.

While most of the audience was Omani, there were 
also people of other countries and cultures who enjoyed 
the evening, such as Sahera Fayadh, an expatriate English 
teacher in Al Ezza school. “I like the ‘Dari Sur’ song. I 
feel it even though I can’t understand it!” she exclaimed, 
referring to the second in the musical evening by Farouq 
Al Kamali

Many folk songs were presented during the musical 
evening depicting Omani heritage with the use of musical 
instruments such as the flute, beating drums, the oud and 
violin, enhancing the traditional atmosphere in the hall.

Um Mohammed, a resident of Sur, expressed her hap-
piness at the evening. “We always need such celebrations 
that make us feel happy and proud of this dear homeland. 
When I heard about this event, I rushed to inform my sons 
and asked them to bring me here to attend this celebra-
tion.”

By Shaima Al Jahwari 
& Fatma Al Mamari
SUR, Nov. 21

The Omani Society for Writers and 
Literati organized an evening of 

poetry in Al Sharqiya Hall, Sur Col-
lege of Applied Sciences, on Monday 
as part of the 46th National Day cele-
brations. 

Held under the patronage of 
Sheikh Amer bin Said Al Moshrefy, 
Shura Council member from Sur, in 
the presence of Dean Dr. Ahmed bin 
Juma Al Riyami, the evening was 
marked by patriotism and loyalty to 
the homeland.

Enjoying the presentations were 
writers, academicians, college admin-
istrators, students and a large audience 
of poetry lovers. 

This evening of poetry was pre-
sented by some brilliant Omani poets, 
including Nabhan Al Salti, Ali Al Ras-
bi, Said Al Moshrefy, Ali Al Ghanbosi 
and Mohammad Al Owaisi. 

The evening of poetry includ-
ed many poems, such as: Oman, the 
Love; Qaboos the Pride and We are 
the Sons of Oman. 

Dean Dr. Ahmed Al Reyami said: 
“We are proud to host this evening in 
the college as we encourage and care 
about everything related to Oman. We 
also care to instill patriotism of our 
country in students, and the evening 
was more than wonderful.”

Poet Ali Al Ghanbusy said: “To-
day, I participated for the fourth time 
in a national evening this month and 
I am proud of it. I am so glad the au-
dience was happy, interactive and 
showed their love for Oman.”

Thanking the Omani Society for 
Writers and Literati for the oppor-
tunity to participate, Ghanbosi add-
ed, “The evening was beautiful and 
through my poetry, I could express my 
love for my country.”

Ghadeera Al Saadi, a student in 
the audience, said: “The evening of 
poetry was wonderful and unique be-
cause it created a popular sense of na-
tional pride.”

Another student, Noora Al Kleiby, 
added: “The poems were powerful as 
they increased the nationalistic feel-
ings. The evening was beautiful and 
the involvement of the audience was 
complete.”

An Evening of Poetry

Sur CAS teacher, too, showcases his talent

“I was honoured to 
get the opportunity 
to convey my ideas 
to a large audience 

and listen to different 
perspectives about 

my work,”
Ahmed Othman

Dept. of Mass Comm.
Sur CAS
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“Oman’s first female racer, began racing 
at the age of 15 in karts, storming into 
2015 with drift thanks to amazing spon-
sors and supporters.” 

That is how Laila Al Sinani’s fan page 
describes her progress on Facebook. 
Starting from go-karting at a young 

age, with the full support and encouragement 
of her parents, Laila went on to win a racing 
title in 1999, and more recently has mastered 
drifting.

Her first car racing experience was when 
she was just seventeen years old. Now, she is 
the first Omani woman to win a racing title 
-- the 1999 Sprint rally -- and has been dubbed 
‘the fastest woman in Oman’. 

“Being the only woman in a male-domi-
nated sport was difficult at first, but they know 
me now and there is great respect between 
racers,” she explains.

Her team members drive with her at Oman 
Cars Club. Ahmad al Harthi, 
a well-known racing driver in 
Oman, gives her constant guid-
ance and encouragement. 

Laila loves driving – it 
makes her feel happy and re-
laxed. But there are challenges 
in sports.

“The most difficult thing in 
Oman is that there is no spe-
cific place for drifting motor-
sports,” she says. 

This, she adds, is the rea-
son why it is lagging behind 
in Oman compared to other 
countries. It is dangerous to 

do drifting sports in open places with people 
around.

“But when you do the same in a place 
for rally racing, it becomes easy and non-
scary because these provide all the needs of 

the drivers, such as the Oman club and Jalan 
club,” says Laila.

Though she is the first Omani woman in 
motorsports, she is not the first Arab woman 
and has competed with others abroad. Her first 

rally race was in Bahrain, the second in 
Abu Dhabi and soon after, in Qatar. 

Laila has had a good experience in 
her foreign travels related to motor-
sports. “When I visit other countries, all 
the people support me,” she says. She is 
charting out a future in which she will 
continue with her passion of racing.

The key to her success? 
Laila says: “Know everything about 

your sport -- even the small details. In 
racing, you should know every sport 
event and all about your competitors. 
Keep working for what you believe in 
and never give up, but the most impor-
tant thing is your safety.”

Fastest woman in Oman!

By Dubaia Al Mamari
SUR, Nov. 10, 2016

Omani Association for Elderly 
Friends organized Sports Day 
activities for the elderly at 

Al Etifaq Sports Club in Al Sharqiya 
North on Thursday under the patron-
age of Her Highness Ms. Tamadher 
Bint Galib Al Said, director of the De-
partment of Electoral Affairs.

More than 170 elderly partici-
pants took part in the Sport Day. The 
celebration consisted of many sports 
activities, such as basketball, football 
and volleyball. In addition, tug of war 
was played, raising the enthusiasm of 
the participants and audience. 

The activities were followed by 
a lecture by Zakia Bint Massoud Al 
Heshimi, President of the Coordinat-
ing Committee on Social Commis-
sion, in which she explained the goals 
of the Omani Association for Elderly 
Friends and its role in society. In ad-
dition, she defined the importance of 
sports and its benefits for the elderly. 

Ibtisam Bint Jaafar Al Harthi, in-
charge of the Elderly Clinic in Bidi-
yah, explained in details to the elderly 
about how to protect themself from 

premature aging. She also discussed 
physical and mental health issues of 
the elderly. She added, “A sports day 
for the elderly is very useful for their 
overall health and well-being.” 

Salim Al Harthi, organizer of the 
Elderly Sports Day said, “The cel-
ebration was held in order to create 
happiness in the hearts of the elderly. 
It is considered to be one of the most 
important events organized by the as-
sociation.”

The elderly participated actively 
in the sports events and participated in 
a spirit of fun. The event was followed 
by a community lunch.

Ms. Tamadher Al Said indicated 
that the elderly is a reference of expe-
rience and expertise in life and must 
for everyone working on the proper 
utilization of this class. They have the 
skills that need to develop it.  

At the end she distributed the 
souvenirs to the elderly, expresses the 
community›s attention of the elderly 
in social and health care. In addition 
to a recognition the role of grandpar-
ents and their contribution to the up-
bringing of generations. through the 
leading roles in the community. 

Over 170 ‘elderly friends’ 
take part in Al Sharqiya 

North sports day

‘A healthy body nurtures 
a healthy mind’

 Sur CAS girls ready for sports championship 

Laila Al Sinani is not daunted at being the only woman in the male-dominated sport 
of motor racing. Samah Al Hajri and Widad Al Moqbali speak with the trailblazer

By Ibtisam Al Belushi 
SUR, Oct. 15, 2016

Sport builds healthy bodies. If the preparation 
underway in some of the girls’ hostels of Sur 
College of Applied Sciences is to be counted 

upon, then the college is likely to win some serious 
medals at the inter-college sport championship slated 
for February 2017.

Under the leadership of Coach Zahra Al Araimi, 
girls train one hour daily at Al Marwa Hostel in Sur. 
The daily exercise builds a spirit of enthusiasm in the 
players. The players focus on handball training more 
than on other sports because the coach feels they need 
to practice it more in order to perform well.

Said Coach Zahra: “Participating in such a 
competition is good for the students’ physical well- 
being and also helps to improve their mental abilities 
which will help them in their 
studies. By taking the students 
away from study pressure to a 
recreational environment, sports 
will build a balanced atmosphere 
for them.”

She added: “I believe that 
the girls are very well trained 
and I think that we will win the 
competition.”

Six colleges of Applied 

Sciences are participating in this sport championship: 
Nizwa, Salalah, Ibri, Al Rustaq, Sohar and Sur. And 
they will compete in five sports: handball, table tennis, 
chess, high jump and volleyball. 

Fatma Mohammed, a participant who wants 
to win for Sur CAS, said, “Such a competition is a 
good chance to raise the college name as well as an 
opportunity to meet with other students, build good 
relations with them and share their experiences.”

The competition will take place in Sur Youth Sport 
Complex, where other students and residents of Sur 
will come to watch the games. 

Maryam Ali, another participant said, “It is a 
pleasure for us to invite our friends and classmates to 
come and encourage us. We will feel more enthusiastic 
when we see our colleagues and friends come to 

support us. This will 
make us play very 
well.”

The sport 
championship is a great 
opportunity for sports 
lovers and a change in 
students’ daily routine. 
Sport always helps to 
build healthy bodies 
and smart minds. 

 
“Sports balances the 
pressure of studies 
and contributes to a 

healthy atmosphere,”
   

Coach  
Zahra Al Araimi  

The girls sports team 
of Sur CAS
-- Photograph of Sur CAS

-- Photographs from
Laila Al Sinani’s 
Facebook Page
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By Majed Al Ghailani
SUR October 11, 2016

The manager of the Oman Sail community sail-
ing program in Sur, Rashid Al Kindi, delivered a 
talk in Sur CAS recently to persuade students to 

join a program of community sailing. The student au-
dience, from local schools and from within the college, 
listened with avid interest as the manager of the pro-
gram told them about who could join, how to register 
and about the facilities that would be made available 
to them.

“You can join the program if you are students in 
school, aged between 8 and 15 and, of course, college 
students too can register,” he told them.

The program in the youth category is being es-
pecially promoted to college and school students as 
this is seen as the active section of society. The aim 

of the community sail program is to promote water 
sports amongst Omani youth so that they can compete 
in championships that begin in Oman in August, and 
thereafter to compete globally.

An enthusiastic student of Said bin Taimur School, 
who has already participated in this program, was hap-
py to share his experience. “There are three important 
things about the program: It is easy to learn, everything 
(facilities) is available for  use and competition is very 
strong,” he said.

He added that in this program, one could get a boat 
without paying money for it and a teacher/ trainer is 
available all the time, whether in the in the morning 
or evening.

Managers of the Oman Sail program in Sur say 
that government officials want to promote such water 
sports in Oman to promote its participation in regional 

and global competitive events.
The community sail program appears to have met 

with some success in the past. 
“Some young people from Oman have won inter-

national sailing competitions, such as Mohammed bin 
Khalid Al Gasime, Zakaria bin Suleiman Al Wahaibi 
and Khamis bin Khadim Al Wahaibi,” said Rashid Al 
Kindi, naming a few. These three Omani competitors 
won in an Asia competition, he added.

In Sur, the new Oman Sail building is situated in 
the picturesque port area. Their programs started earli-
er, in 2007 and beach and water sports events are held 
once a year. 

The program is open to young men and women, 
who will be guided by professional teachers through-
out. Those who register for the program can avail of all 
the facilities free of cost.

School and college 
students of Sur are 
being wooed to join 

local community  
sailing projects

SUR February 9, 2017
There were many winners at the Intercol-
lege Women’s Sports Tournament held 
from February 5 to 8, 2017 at the Sur 
Youth Sports Complex.  The list follows:

l Best overall performance  
      The team from Ibri CAS
l Volleyball, Best player                   
    Safa Al Mashiekhi, Sur CAS
l Volleyball, Best server                    
    Shaihka Al Rueshdi, Rustaq CAS
l Handball, Best scorer                      
   Um Kalthom Al Harthi, Rustaq CAS 
l Handball, Best goalkeeper              
   Fatma Al Mamri, Nizwa CAS 
l Table tennis (Teams)

1. Nizwa CAS
2. Sur CAS
3. Ibri CAS

l Table tennis (Individual)
1. Ameera Al Farsi, Nizwa CAS
2. Tasneem Al Zaydi, Ibri CAS
3. Jehad Al Housni, Ibri CAS

l Handball
1. Ibri CAS
2. Al Rustaq CAS
3. Nizwa CAS

l Chess 
1. Malak Al Hasnni, Sur CAS
2. Nouf Al Gasasi, Nizwa CAS
3. Fatma Al Mamri, Ibri CAS
l Javelin

1. Ameera Al Alawi, Ibri CAS
2. Rawah Al Busaidi, Nizwa CAS
3. Rahma Al Gailani, Sur CAS

l Long Jump
1. Asmhan Al Mamri, Rustaq CAS
2. Malak Al Balushi, Ibri CAS
3. Ameera Al Farsi, Nizwa CAS

-- Results compiled by Marwa Al Brashdi

The TV output was not as easy as I thought. I was responsible for the final 
production. This function taught me patience and how to find solutions to the 
problems that we might face during a live broadcast. Many media concepts 
I had learnt about in lectures became clear to me, such as choosing camera 
angles, choosing staff, dealing with broadcasters, how to lead the team and 
listening to their views. This is the foundation for successful work,” 
Juheina Said Al Habsi, Student studio director

The Mass Communication Studios are like a microcosm of real TV and 
radio studios. They give the students an opportunity to practice what they have 
learned in theory.  Working in these studios gives the qualified students the con-
fidence to enter the workplace and increases their knowledge and experiences 
to become part of the modern Oman media.”
Khawla Khalfan Al Busaidi, Student studio manager

The television and radio studios will contribute to improving the skills of 
Digital Media students. The studios give us the expertise of using modern tech-
niques and mechanisms that will enable us to enter the workplace with a great 
amount of information and experience.”
Basma Salim Al Batashi, In-charge of technical lighting

These studios support students to obtain knowledge and media values. It is 
first experience and I faced many difficulties and challenges in doing the art-
work, particularly when I worked with the video mixer. I had attended a work-
shop on it and read instruction on how to use it, but it is only when I trained on 
it repeatedly that it has become smooth and enjoyable to use.”
Hassan Khalifa Al Masrouri, Student assistant director

These studios will help take the students’ projects to a higher creative level 
and will pave the way to develop their talents in the field of media. Digital 
media students need these studios, which have so many different devices and 
photograph equipment that help students develop the practical aspect of their 
studies.”
Amna Mohammed Al Balushi,  Digital Media student

“

Steering youth to Oman Sail programs

The Oman Sail building in Sur 
(above); Oman Sail participates  
in international events 

-- Photo from Oman Sail’s Facebook Page

17th Intercollege Women’s 
Sports Tournament

Winners’ list

See also Page 9

Fierce bullfighting in Sohar
By Mohammed Al Shabibi
SOHAR Nov. 13, 2016

A fierce bull fight between two 
strong bulls was held at Sohar 
Club on Friday with over 600 

people coming to watch the compe-
tition. The competition was between 
two bulls named Al-Tawqeea and 
Al-Nar bin Dalam – considered to be 
the strongest bulls in the Sultanate of 
Oman. 

About 60 other bulls were also 
part of the event.

At the beginning of the competi-
tion, Al-Tawqeea was “tired because 
of an ailment”, his owner said. After 
half an hour, however, Al-Tawqeea 
revived and fought with his entire 
strength to defeat Al-Nar bin Dalam. 

Mohammed Qasim Al Shiadi, 
owner of Al-Tawqeea, said, “My bull, 

as you know, is considered to be the 
best and strongest bull in Oman. In 
the last month, he faced an ailment. 
But now he has recovered his good 
health. At the beginning, I was afraid 
he would lose in this competition, but 
my bull regained his strength and won 
the competition, thanks be to God.”

Rabih Khamis Al Hinai, owner of 
Al-Nar bin Dalam, said: “First, I con-
gratulate Al-Ttawqeea bull on his win. 
As you know, my bull always wins, 
but in this competition he lost because 
I could not train him well enough. I 
hope to win in the next competition 
and I will train him from today so I 
will not lose even a minute.”

Samir Ahamed, a member of the 
audience, was excited about the clash 
of the two strongest bulls. “By attend-
ing this competition between Al-Nar 

bin Dalam and Al-Tawqeea, I saw for 
myself the strength of these bulls! In 
my opinion, both of the bulls have 
won this competition,” he said.

Bullfighting is a popular sport in 
the Al Batinah region of the Sultanate 
of Oman, as this is where most of the 
organizers of this sport are from. Any 
bull that wins a fight builds a reputa-
tion for itself and creates a good im-
age for its owner. In addition, its price 
increases, sometimes climbing to over 
Omani Rials 35,000. 

Some audience, however, point out 
that the arrangements for bullfights is 
unsafe as people often have to run out of 
the way of the fighting bulls. 
  The photograph used below is for 

representative purposes only. It 
has been sourced from   
www.destinationoman.com

Marwa Al Brashdi, Fatma Al Mamari
Huda Al Saidi, Samah Al Hajri

Widad Al Moqbali
Sur Post is a lab journal produced by final year students of Journalism Major,  
Department of Mass Communication,  Sur College of Applied Sciences,  
under the supervision of Dr. Nasima H. Khan

Sur Post English Editorial Team

Student crew of ‘From the Studio’ voice their 
views on the new hi-tech television studio
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